




















































         	
 

 

    



















       

     

               
                 

                
                  

                  
               

              
               
                   

                 
                    

                 
                 

                  
                  

               
                

                  
                  
                 

                    
                    

                
                     
    

                     
                

                   
                

               
                
                

                 
               
                  

              
                



               
             

                
              

                   
                 

               
                  

          

    

                
               

               
                 

                   
               

 

    

                

             

                
            

              
                    

      

                
  

                 
                   

         

             

     



                 

                    
               

                     

    

                
             

              

     

               

   

      

              

             
            

                
                 

      

                
                

                 
                
            

                
              

       

                
                 

     

                    
                  

                
                    

             



                
         

               

             

                 
                

                  
       

                    
                  

                  
                  

                     
                

                  
        

                  
                   

                 
                    

                  
                   

             
               

    

               
          

                
                

                 
                 

             

                 

                  
                 



                 

               
               

                  
                 
                  

         

                
                 

             

                 
                

                 

                
                

                 

                  

               

                

   

     

                

                   
                 

                   
                 

              

               
               

              
              

     

                 
            



              
                

        

                  
               

                
              

                   
                   

                 
               

  

                
              

              
                

                
               

             

  

              
               

               
             

 

                  
             

                  
                

                     
                 
                     
                 

                 
                

                
                 

              



                  
                

                  
                  

                 
                    

                 

                
                

               
            

               

                
          











  

	    

   

   

            
        
         

   

          
         

       

    
              



 
  
		   

  

     

  







  
   

    

                      
                        

                      
                     

           

                     
  

   
                   

                      
                 

                    
                 

                       
                   

        

                   
      

   
                   

                      
                   

                      
                       

   

                     
                      

                  
                 

      

                    
         

   
                     

                
                    
         











































            
               
                

                
               

              
               

                
               

              
                  

            

               
                 

                
               

                
               

               
                   

                  
                  

                  
              

              
                 

               
            

             
                

             
               

              
                

               
              

               
              

              
               

                  
                   

                 
                 

               
               



                 
  

            
                

                 
                 

                
                 

                   
                

                
               

         

                 
                 

              
                 

               
               

               
              
              

                  
                
              

               
   

               
                   

             
                

                   
                

             
                

               
   

                
                 

                 
                

 

  





 	     
  

 
    

  
  

  

   
   

   	    
   

 	  

 	   
	 	 	 	  	 	 	 	  	

	 	 	
			  

		 	  	 	 			
	  		

		
 	  

   

  	

     

  

 

  

















Cell:  (

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) (6)

















Tue Apr 04 13:42:19 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Message from Slovenia 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: Zeljko Warga [mailto:
Sent: Tuesday, April 04, 2017 2:25 AM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: Message from Slovenia

 

Dear Sir:

 

First let me congratulate you on your EPA Administrator position! I write from Slovenia, First Lady’s home country who comes from
neighbor town. I contacted US embassy located in walking distance and was advised to contact EPA. I would like to relay you a
message I believe it would be interest to US Utilities running thermal power plants, especially coal fired ones. The reason I write you is
that we are searching for the way to reach Utilities who tend to sort of ignore small players, especially from such area as ours, which is
normal.

 

We are small group, which has developed the advanced program for power stations optimization. In 2016 we completed the UNIDO job
at 600 MW Unit being a part of largest Indonesian coal fired power station of 4025 MW (Suralaya) with US designed boilers (Babcock &
Wilcox) in a very good condition operating with same settings as during commissioning stage back in 1997, a very rare occasion. Yet
we saved them up to $5000/MW or $3 mil/year respectively solely from the combustion tuning alone being the framework of the job.
Additionally further $7500/MW economic gain potential was identified simply by different settings and minor maintenance related works.

 

Based on that we have firm reasons to believe we can help US Utilities gather funding needed to install desulfurization equipment in
more than 50% (around 190.000 MW in total by our data) of coal fired power plants simply from what is currently lost through less than
optimal plant settings. There is much more we can do for US power stations such as brining in advanced RDF cofiring technology, a
growing practice pioneered by US in early 90’s, which could replace municipal waste incinerators.

 

Hope this letter will reach you.

 

Have a nice day!

 

Dr. Zeljko Warga

(b) (6)

(b) (6)





Tue Apr 04 13:43:11 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: NOx reduction and my ordered Jepp GC 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: Bob Williams [mailto:
Sent: Monday, April 03, 2017 10:04 PM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: NOx reduction and my ordered Jepp GC

 

Sir:

 

I have waited since September 2016 for release of the Fiat Chrysler diesel engine for
placement in my Jeep GC.  Supposedly, the EPA testing has had some problems with it. 
One assumes there is some real issue but who knows.

As a chemist and pharmacist, I appreciate the EPAs effort but the effort is entirely too
slow.  The current NOx, CO2, and SO2 levels are ALL below the goals in the U.S.A.

It is time to RELEASE THE JEEP!

I include the following summaries and graphs of the proof of what I state above.

I would deeply appreciate a response.

https://wattsupwiththat.com/2017/04/03/the-misuse-of-asthma-as-a-justifaction-for-epa-rules/

 

You need not open this but go directly to the web site and see for yourself.

 

Regards,

 

Robert G. Williams

Make America Great Again supporter.

 

--

(b) (6)



Bob & Kris Williams
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
NATIONAL VEHICLE AND FUEL EMISSIONS LABORATORY 

2565 PLYMOUTH ROAD 
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48105-2498 

 
  

    OFFICE OF 
AIR AND RADIATION 

 

 

 

May 31, 2017 

 

Mr. Robert Williams 

 

 

 

Dear Mr. Williams:  

 

Thank you for your email to EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt regarding 2017 model Eco 

Diesels.  Please understand, EPA doesn't confirm the status of preproduction vehicles until 

manufacturers introduce them into commerce to respect any potential confidential business 

information. It is true that diesel vehicles are getting extra scrutiny and that has extended the 

certification process longer than normal. In general, manufacturers have been supportive of this 

additional testing and have adjusted their timing to account for the additional test duration. 

 

While we understand your frustration and concerns, we are not able to directly respond to them 

in the context of a specific vehicle make or model.  I can assure you that we take seriously our 

obligations for timely actions and responsibilities to ensure that vehicles comply with their 

emission standards.  

 

Thank you again for your letter.   If you have any further questions, please contact us at 

complianceinfo@epa.gov. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Byron J. Bunker, Director 

Compliance Division 

Office of Transportation and Air Quality 

 
 
 

(b) (6)



Tue Apr 04 13:46:12 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: State of Wyoming's Petition for Reconsideration of EPA's Final Rule - Interstate Transport for WY 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DRF

 

Print for Ryan

 

From: Robert Leteff [mailto:robert.leteff@wyo.gov]
Sent: Monday, April 03, 2017 5:50 PM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Cc: Todd Parfitt <todd.parfitt@wyo.gov>; Colin McKee <colin.mckee@wyo.gov>; Thomas, Deb <thomas.debrah@epa.gov>; Daly, Carl
<Daly.Carl@epa.gov>; Nancy Vehr <nancy.vehr1@wyo.gov>; Darla Potter <darla.potter@wyo.gov>; amber.potts@wyo.gov; Elizabeth Morrisseau
<elizabeth.morrisseau@wyo.gov>
Subject: State of Wyoming's Petition for Reconsideration of EPA's Final Rule - Interstate Transport for WY

 

Administrator Pruitt,

 

Please find attached to this email the State of Wyoming's Petition for Reconsideration of EPA's Final Rule on the Approval and
Disapproval and Promulgation of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Interstate Transport for Wyoming. The original petition letter and a
copy of the attachments were sent to the William Jefferson Clinton Building via FedEx overnight mail for delivery tomorrow (April 4,
2017). A copy of the letter and the attachments were also sent via FedEx overnight to EPA's Region 8 office in Denver.

 

Please do not hesitate to contact Wyoming Air Quality Division Administrator Nancy Vehr with any questions, or to direct any legal
questions to our council, Elizabeth Morrisseau, at the Wyoming Attorney General's Office.

 

Sincerely,

 

 

Rob Leteff

Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality - Air Quality Division

State Implementation Planning and Rule Development

(307) 777-7740

robert.leteff@wyo.gov 

E-Mail to and from me, in connection with the transaction
of public business, is subject to the Wyoming Public Records
Act and may be disclosed to third parties.





























Attachment A Supplement 1 

Supplement to HYSPLIT Analysis of Parcel Trajectory for High Ozone Days in 

2011 at the Douglas County, CO Monitoring Station 

Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality 

Air Quality Division 

March 30, 2017 

In addition to the HYSPLIT analyses performed to characterize parcel movement on monitored high 

ozone days in 2011 at the Douglas County, Colorado monitor, the Air Quality Division (AQD) performed 

additional HYSPLIT runs for the modeled high days that were used in the Environmental Protection 

Agency’s (EPA) determination of Wyoming’s contributions in 2017.  Four (4) of the days included in the 

AQD’s March 7, 2017 analysis were among the eight (8) days used by the EPA to calculate ozone 

contribution from Wyoming to the Douglas County receptor.  These four days are August 20, August 13, 

August 12, and June 22. 

The additional four (4) days included in the EPA calculations are July 4, July 5, June 9, and August 10.  

HYSPLIT analyses for these days in 2011 are presented in Figures 1-4, below.  As with the AQD’s 

March 7, 2017 analysis, trajectory data were sourced from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration’s (NOAA) Air Resource Laboratory (ARL) website, here: 

http://www.arl.noaa.gov/HYSPLIT info.php1.  The National Centers for Environmental Protection’s 

(NCEP) Global Data Assimilation System (GDAS) meteorological data set using a 0.5 degree resolution 

was used for these analyses.  The model vertical velocity option was selected for vertical motion.   

Fire and smoke impacts were also assessed for the additional four modeled high ozone days.  Fire and 

smoke data were obtained from NOAA’s ARL website, here: 

http://www.ready.noaa.gov/smoke verifyhms.php2.  Where smoke impacts were present in the map 

domain on a given day, those layers were included in Figures 1-4.  Fire and smoke data displayed are for 

the high modeled ozone day, rather than the day before. 

Because no start hour data were provided by the EPA for their modeled MDA8 concentrations on the high 

modeled ozone days, all trajectories were run backwards from 11:00 AM on the day in question.  11:00 is 

the average of the start times for the high MDA8 concentrations on the top 10 high monitored ozone days 

in 2011. 

1 Stein, A.F., Draxler, R.R, Rolph, G.D., Stunder, B.J.B., Cohen, M.D., and Ngan, F., (2015). NOAA's HYSPLIT 

atmospheric transport and dispersion modeling system, Bull. Amer. Meteor. Soc., 96, 2059-

2077, http://dx.doi.org/10.1175/BAMS-D-14-00110.1 
2 NOAA. 2017. Meteorological archive data spanning June 2011 to August 2011. Downloaded from ARL website, 

http://www.arl.noaa.gov/index.php. Accessed March 2017. 







Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality Supplement to 2011 HYSPLIT Analysis 

Air Quality Division March 2017 

4. 

As can be seen in Figures 1-4 above, the only high modeled ozone days where trajectories passed through 

Wyoming were July 5, 2011 and August 10, 2011.  Figure 2, showing the July 5, 2011 trajectory, also 

shows significant smoke impacts directly adjacent to the Douglas County monitor which would be 

expected to have a greater impact on the ozone value at this site than emissions from Wyoming and likely 

had a confounding effect on model performance.  Figure 4 shows that on August 10, 2011 only the 250 

meter trajectory passed through a small section of southeast Wyoming. 
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Attachment A Supplement 2

Calculation of 2017 Contribution from Wyoming to Denver 

EPA performed nationwide air quality modeling to support the CSAPR Update which 

was finalized on September 7, 2016.  As described in the Air Quality Modeling Technical 

Support Document (AQMTSD) for this rule, air quality modeling was used to identify 

monitoring sites that are projected to be nonattainment and/or maintenance receptors for the 

2008 NAAQS in 2017.  The modeling was also used, in part, to quantify the contributions from 

projected 2017 anthropogenic emissions in each state, individually, to 2017 average design 

values at each receptor site.  The modeling-based daily 8-hour contributions were used to 

calculate an average contribution metric, as documented in the AQMTSD. The results of this 

modeling identified that projected 2017 anthropogenic emissions in Wyoming contribute 1.18 

ppb to the 2017 average design value at a maintenance receptor site in Douglas County, 

Colorado.    

The AQMTSD, Table 4-1 provides an example of the calculation of the average 

contribution metric.  Below we provide a table containing the data used to calculate this metric 

for Wyoming’s contribution to the Douglas County receptor. The table includes (1) the 2017 

model-predicted maximum daily average 8-hour (MDA8) ozone concentrations for this site on 

those days with modeled ozone exceedances in 2017 (i.e., MDA8 values > 76 ppb), (2) the daily 

8-hour average contributions from Wyoming corresponding to the time of the MDA8 

concentration, and (3) the “pseudo” concentration which is the difference between modeled 

MDA8 concentration and the contribution from Wyoming. The data in the table are rank-ordered 

based on the MDA8 ozone concentrations on these days. The 2017 average design value for the 

Douglas County site is 75.5 ppb. Using the data in table below, the Relative Contribution Factor 

(RCF) for Wyoming to this site is: 

(79.700 – 78.446) / 79.700 = 0.01573  

The contribution metric value for Wyoming is calculated as: 

75.5 x 0.01573 = 1.1876 which is truncated to 1.18 ppb 
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Data for Calculating Ozone Contribution from Wyoming to the 

Douglas County Receptor (units are ppb). 

Month Day

2017 Predicted 

MDA8 O3

(ppb)

Contributions 

from WY

(ppb)

"Pseudo"

8-Hr O3 for WY

(ppb)

8 20 83.729 0.695 83.034

8 13 82.590 1.732 80.858

7 4 80.980 0.651 80.329

7 5 79.785 3.949 75.836

6 9 78.356 0.136 78.220

8 10 78.015 0.242 77.773

8 12 77.522 1.065 76.457

6 22 76.630 1.565 75.065

79.700 - 78.446

RCF => 0.01573 -

Contribution => 1.1876 -

Truncated

Contribution => 1.18 -

Multi-Day

Average =>

2017 Average

Design Value is

75.5 ppb
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Figure 1. Denver 36 km CONUS, 12 km WESTUS and 4 km Colorado CAMx modeling domains.

Denver 2017 Local Source Analysis Ozone Source Apportionment
Modeling
The Local Source Analysis ozone source apportionment modeling was conducted using the Denver 2017c CAMx modeling database for the Colorado 4 km domain and the
May-August 2011 modeling period. Boundary Conditions (BCs) for the Colorado 4 km domain were based on the CAMx 2017c 36/12 km CONUS/WESTUS simulation. The
Colorado 4 km modeling domain is shown in Figure 2. The Anthropogenic Precursor Culpability Assessment (APCA ) version of the CAMx Ozone Source Apportionment
Technology (OSAT) was used. CAMx version v6.3 (released April 2016) was used in the Denver ozone SA modeling that has several updates to CAMx v6.1 (released April 2014)
used in the WAQS modeling. One important update of CAMx v6.3 is the new OSAT/APCA source apportionment algorithms that track reactive nitrogen and odd oxygen
through the chemical species; more details on the differences on the OSAT/APCA formulations are given in Section 7.1 of the CAMx v6.3 user’s guide
(http://www.camx.com/files/camxusersguide_v6-30.pdf) .

1
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Figure 2. Denver 4 km Colorado modeling domain with ozone monitors that were operating during some portion of 2011.

Local Source Analysis Source Apportionment Groups

The Denver 2017 Local Source Analysis source apportionment modeling was configured to obtain ozone contributions from 4 Source Regions and 7 Source Categories.
Separate ozone contributions were obtained for each Source Group that were defined as the intersection between the Source Regions and Source Categories. The Denver 2017
Local Source Analysis ozone source apportionment modeling used the following 4 Source Regions and 7 Source Categories;

Source Regions (Figure 3) (4)

9 counties that are included in the DMA/NFR NAA (see Figure 4) ;
Western Colorado;
Eastern Colorado; and
Slivers of Surrounding States

Source Categories (7)

Natural Emissions (Biogenic, All Fires and Lightning NOX)
Oil and Gas Emissions;
On-Road Mobile;
Non-Road Mobile;
EGU Point;
Non-EGU Point; and
Remainder Anthropogenic.

With 4 Source Regions and 7 Source Categories, and the need to always include initial concentrations (IC) and Boundary Conditions (BCs) as their own separate Source
Groups, that results in a total of 30 Source Groups for which separate ozone source contributions were obtained. The Western and Eastern Colorado Source Regions were
defined as west and east of the Denver Metro/NFR NAA as shown in Figure 3. The use of separate Western and Eastern Colorado Source Regions will allow a better
identification of the contributing sources. For example, the analysis separates the contributions from oil and gas emissions from the Denver-Julesburg Basin (east) versus
the Piceance Basin (west). The CAMx 2017c 4 km Local Analysis Source Apportionment was conducted for May 1 through August 31 period using the 2011c 4 km WRF
meteorology and 2017c base year emission inventory. Figure 4 displays the Denver Metro/NFR ozone NAA with locations of ozone monitoring sites where the results were
analyzed.

2
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Figure 3. Denver Local Source Analysis Source Regions.
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Figure 4. Nine county Denver Metro/NFR ozone NAA and locations of ozone monitoring sites operating in 2011 (whole counties depicted, actual NAA excludes the northern
portions of Larimer and Weld Counties).

Local Source Analysis Ozone Source Apportionment Modeling Results

The CAMx 2017c 4 km Local Source Analysis ozone source apportionment modeling results were summarized in a PowerPoint Presentation (PPT (/wiki/pages/new?
title=enter%20url%20or%20page%20name)). The ozone contributions of each Source Group to the maximum daily 8-hour average (MDA8) ozone concentrations at each
monitoring site within the Denver Metro/NFR NAA and vicinity for each day of the modeling period were extracted and loaded into a web-based source apportionment
visualization tool (SA Vis Tool) that can be accessed here: Local Source Analysis SA Vis Tool (http://vibe.cira.colostate.edu/WAQS_SA_CO)

The SA Vis Tool generates pie charts of 2017 ozone contributions by Source Region, Source Category or both (i.e., Source Groups) for monitoring sites within the Colorado 4 km
modeling domain. The use of the SA Vis Tool involves the following:

Selection of whether ozone SA visualization is for monitors from the AQS or CASTNet monitoring networks.
Selection of the monitor where data is requested. This request can be made by selecting the monitor from drop down menus for State, County and Site or by using the
map and selecting the monitor location.
Select the day where results are desired. The day can be selected from a top five ozone day list for that monitor, from a drop down menu of ranked ozone days from
high to low during the May-Sep modeling period or from a calendar. Note that multiple days can also be selected and the SA Tool will visualize the average
contribution across those days.
The SA Vis Tool will then visualize the modeled 2017 MDA8 ozone value for the selected monitoring site and day:

The top bar in the plot will list the modeled 2017 MDA8 ozone for the selected site/day(s), the amount the ozone is due to BCs around the 4 km Colorado domain
(BC-4km) and the amount of the rest of the ozone (Non-BC); o       Initially, the upper pie chart will be the Non-BC ozone contributions by Source Regions;
Initially, the lower pie chart will be the Non-BC ozone contributions by Source Categories;
Next to the lower pie chart will be a 10-day time series centered on the day in question that shows total MDA8 ozone and ozone due to BC-4km;
The monitoring site or day can be changed using drop down menus in the top left. The day can also be changed by clicking on the MDA8 ozone for a new day in
the time series chart.
The Region/Category pie charts can be switched.
Clicking on one of the pie slices in the top pie chart provides more information in the bottom pie chart about that slice.

Figure 5 displays an example from the Local Source Analysis SA Vis Tool for the Chatfield monitoring site in Douglas County, Colorado based on August 26, 2011 meteorology.
The total modeled 2017 MDA8 ozone is 74.2 of which 56.2 ppb (76%) is due to the BC-4km and the remaining 18.0 ppb (24%) non-BC portion is due to emissions in the Colorado
4 km domain. The pie charts show the contributions from the non-BC portion of the ozone with the percent numbers with the pie slices displaying the percent of total
ozone (i.e., with the BC-4km contribution). For Figure 5, ozone from the Denver Metro/NFR NAA contributes 20.3% of the total ozone so since the non-BC portion of the ozone
is 24% the NAA pie slice takes up 84% of the non-BC pie chart. In the lower Source Category pie chart the slice size is the fraction of the non-BC portion while the percent
contributions are the contribution to the total ozone. The key to the definitions of the Local Source ozone SA modeling Source Contributions are as follows:

NAT = Natural Emissions (Biogenic, Lightning NOx and Fires)
OG = Oil and Gas Emissions
OR = On-Road Mobile Source Emissions
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NR = Non-Road Mobile Source Emissions
EGU = Electrical Generating Units Point Source Emissions
nEGU = Non-EGU Point Source Emissions
REM = Remainder Anthropogenic Emissions (Area Sources)

Figure 5. Example Local Source SA Vis Tool display for Chatfield (Douglas County, Colorado) on August 26, 2016 that has total modeled 2017 MDA8 ozone of 74.2 with 58.2 ppb
due to BC-4km and 18.0 ppb due to non-BC (Colorado sources), pie chart slice sizes are contributions to non-BC ozone and percentages are contributions to total MDA8 ozone.

Transport Analysis Ozone Source Apportionment Modeling
The Denver 2017 ozone source apportionment Transport Analysis ran the CAMx v6.3 APCA ozone source apportionment tool using a fully linked two-way nested 36/12 km
2017c modeling platform (see Figure 1). The ozone Transport Analysis was used to obtain the contributions of anthropogenic emissions from each western state and the
portions of Mexico and Canada within the 36 km CONUS domain (Figure 1) to ozone concentrations in the Denver Metro/NFR NAA and other locations in the western U.S. The
ozone Transport Analysis also obtained the ozone contributions due to natural emissions within the CONUS domain as well as the Boundary Conditions (BCs) around the 36
km CONUS domain (from the MOZART GCM); the BC contributions include ozone influences from international sources, global natural sources and stratospheric ozone.
Transport Analysis Source Apportionment Groups The ozone Transport Analysis used the following Source Region and Category definitions:

Source Regions (21)

17 Western States (see Figure 6);
Eastern US;
Mexico (Mex);
Canada (Can); and
Offshore Shipping (OSS) that also included offshore O&G development.

Source Categories (2)
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Natural Emissions (Biogenic, All Fires and Lighting NOX); and
Anthropogenic Emissions.

ICBC (6)

IC;
East BC;
West BC;
North BC;
South BC; and
Top BC.

With 21 Source Regions, times 2 Source Categories, plus 6 stratifications of ICBC, that results in separate ozone source apportionment contributions for 48 Source Groups.

Figure 6. Source Regions used in the ozone Transport Analysus CAMx 2017 ozone source apportionment simulation with separate contributions due to anthropogenic
emissions from 17 western states, EUSA, Canada, Mexico and OSS.

Transport Analysis Ozone Source Apportionment Results

The CAMx 2017c 36/12 km Transport Analysis ozone source apportionment modeling results were summarized in a PowerPoint Presentation (PPT (/wiki/pages/new?
title=enter%20url%20or%20page%20name)). The results from the Transport Analysis SA simulation were post-processed to obtain the contributions of states anthropogenic
emissions as well as other regions and natural emissions to 2017 MDA8 ozone concentrations at western U.S. monitoring sites. These contributions were loaded into the
ozone SA Vis Tool for display as discussed above for the Local Source Analysis.

Transport Analysis SA Vis Tool (http://vibe.cira.colostate.edu/WAQS_SA_DENVER)

Figure 7 displays example results from the Transport Analysis Vis SA Tool for the 2017 MDA8 ozone at the same site (Chatfield) and day (August 26, 2011) used in the Figure 5
example display from the Local Source Analysis SA Vis Tool. The total 2017 MDA8 ozone at Chatfield on August 26, 2016 from the Transport Analysis is 68.4 ppb, which is lower
than seen in the Local Source Analysis (74.2 ppb), which is likely because of the higher resolution grid (4 km) used in the Local Source Analysis SA modeling than used in the
Transport Analysis (12 km) SA modeling. Of the 68.4 ppb total 2017 MDA8 ozone, 39.6 ppb (58%) is from the CONUS BCs and 28.9 ppb (42%) is from the non-BC contributions
(i.e., anthropogenic and natural emissions within the CONUS modeling domain). The upper pie chart slices correspond to the total contributions from all emissions
(anthropogenic and natural) in each Source Region, with Colorado being the largest contributor on this day at Chatfield, followed by Mexico, New Mexico and Arizona
suggesting regional transport from the south-southwest on this day. The Source Region labels using state names are descriptive, where Off-Shore Shipping refers emissions
in the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans and the Gulf of Mexico also includes offshore O&G emissions. The two Source Categories are Natural (NAT) and Anthropogenic (ANT)
emissions whose contributions are identified in the lower pie chart.
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Figure 7. Example Transport Analysis SA Vis Tool display for Chatfield (Douglas County, Colorado) on August 26, 2016 that has total modeled 2017 MDA8 ozone of 68.4 with 39.6
ppb (58%) due to BC-CONUS and 28.9 ppb (42%) due to non-BC (CONUS sources), pie chart slice sizes are contributions to non-BC ozone and percentages are contributions to
total MDA8 ozone.

____________________________________________________________

1
APCA differs from the OSAT ozone source apportionment tool in that ozone is only allocated to Natural emissions when it is formed due to Natural NOx emissions interacting with Natural VOC emissions. For example, when ozone

is formed due to the interaction of biogenic VOC with anthropogenic NOX emissions under VOC-limited ozone conditions, a condition where OSAT will assign the ozone formed to the biogenic VOC source category, APCA recognizes

that biogenic VOC cannot be controlled so redirects the ozone formed to the anthropogenic NOX emissions category.

2
The northern portions of Larimer and Weld Counties are not part of the Nonattainment Area, but segregating those areas the Source Region would have minimal impact on the Source Apportionment.

This page was last modified 27 days ago.
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December 19, 2016 

 

Adam Clark 
Air Program 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 8 
Mail Code 8P-AR 
1595 Wynkoop St. 
Denver, CO 80202 
 
RE: Air Quality State Implementation Plans; Approvals and Promulgations; Wyoming; 
Interstate Transport, Docket ID No. EPA-R08-OAR-2016-0521-0001 
 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

 

Western Energy Alliance is writing to express concern with EPA’s proposed action on the 
State of Wyoming’s State Implementation Plan (SIP) for ozone interstate transport. EPA’s 
proposed action does not align with the weight of evidence and inappropriately relies on 
flawed modeling and methodologies. In addition to the comments submitted here, we 
fully support and endorse the State of Wyoming’s comments on this proposed action. 
 
Western Energy Alliance represents over 300 companies engaged in all aspects of 
environmentally responsible exploration and production of oil and natural gas in the West. 
Alliance members are independents, the majority of which are small businesses with an 
average of fifteen employees. 
 
We believe EPA’s proposed decision to disapprove the Wyoming Department of 
Environmental Quality’s (WDEQ) SIP runs contrary to long-standing agency practice of 
accepting a “weight of evidence” approach to evaluating whether an area has a 
meaningful impact on National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) maintenance in 
downwind states. Instead of accepting WDEQ’s well-reasoned approach, EPA relies on 
faulty modeling results stemming from the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR) Update 
for the 2008 ozone NAAQS. WDEQ raised concerns with the suitability of CSAPR modeling 
in its original comments, which EPA later dismissed based on insufficient supporting 
evidence from WDEQ. Since WDEQ’s ozone transport SIP was developed in 2014 before 
the updated CSAPR modeling guidance was developed, it is inappropriate for EPA to hold 
WDEQ analysis to standards that did not exist when the SIP was developed. 
 
EPA has inappropriately put the onus on Wyoming to provide evidence to support or deny 
EPA’s decisions on the suitability of CSAPR modeling. Moreover, it is unreasonable for EPA 
to expect an exhaustive technical analysis of the CSAPR modeling within a 30-day 



Wyoming Interstate Transport SIP 
  
December 19, 2016 
 
Page 2 of 3 

 
comment window. The burden should rest on EPA to explain its justification for reversing 
long-standing policy about the CSAPR modeling deficiencies for the West.  
 
The modeling results EPA points to in the disapproval decision are flawed because the 
CSAPR model has not been adapted to the unique concerns of western states. Primarily 
developed as a tool for eastern states in the ozone transport region, the CSAPR model fails 
to account for the topography, altitude, and climate of the western United States. Climate 
factors characteristic of the West include stratospheric intrusions, a long and severe 
wildfire season, abundant sunshine, and lack of summertime precipitation, all of which the 
CSAPR model fails to adequately consider. In the decision, EPA has provided no 
explanation or evidence for why it has determined modeling results need not account for 
these considerations. Additionally, EPA has failed to provide sufficient evidence that it 
reviewed and considered state exceptional events packages that may provide mitigating 
circumstances for NAAQS violations based on events such as wildfires or stratospheric 
intrusions of ozone. It is also unclear whether EPA has accounted for background ozone in 
CSAPR modeling and technical analysis. Background ozone in the western United State can 
contribute as much as 60 parts per billion (ppb) or more, which is critically important for 
NAAQS attainment and maintenance.1 
 
Instead, EPA points to supposed shortcomings in WDEQ’s analysis, including failure to 
contemplate contributions from other nonattainment areas in Utah and Colorado. As EPA 
is likely aware, the designated nonattainment area along Utah’s Wasatch Front is 46 miles 
southwest of the westernmost corner of Wyoming, and is separated by the prominent 
Wasatch mountain range, which rise nearly 8,000 feet above the valley floor. The 
prevailing wind direction in Salt Lake City year-round is south or southeast, meaning it is 
highly unlikely that Wyoming is meaningfully contributing to impaired air quality in the 
Wasatch Front nonattainment area. Furthermore, Utah’s impaired air quality is often 
associated with atmospheric inversions within the Salt Lake valley that coincide with calm 
winds that trap pollutants within the valley. WDEQ has made an entirely justifiable 
assumption that the weight of evidence does not warrant any further evaluation of its 
contributions to Wasatch Front PM 2.5 or ozone exceedances. If EPA doubts the validity of 
WDEQ assessment on impacts in Utah, it should provide a well-reasoned explanation, 
which it has not done in this proposed action.  
 
EPA’s decision appears to point to other out-of-state regions that have recorded NAAQS 
violations but may not have been formally designated yet. One such area is likely Utah’s 
Uinta Basin, which is undergoing the nonattainment designation process. However, ozone 
exceedances in the Uinta Basin, as has been documented through extensive scientific 
study, are associated with light winds, atmospheric inversions, and local snow cover.2 The 
Uinta Mountains to the north provide a physical barrier that helps form the inversion 

                                                        
1 Estimating North American Background Ozone in U.S. Surface Air With Two Independent Global 
Models: Variability, Uncertainties, and Recommendations. Fiore et al. December 26, 2013.  
2 Final Report, 2014 Uinta Basin Ozone Study. Till Stoeckenius et al. February 2015. 



































 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
  
  
 



  
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
  
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
   
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

     
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  



















Tue Apr 04 13:51:34 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: American Samoa Drinking Water 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: Marlene Fotuaika [mailto:
Sent: Monday, April 03, 2017 8:07 PM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: American Samoa Drinking Water

 

Dear Mr. Pruitt,

 

As a Oklahoman myself, I wanted to personally email you and request your undivided attention to a very serious matter that has been
happening here in American Samoa. 

 

American Samoa has been receiving over $58 million in federal funds for Clean Water and Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Funds
since 2009.  I have attached photos of tanks here that have not been cleaned since they were built in the 1960's.  People have to buy
water and fill their bottles from the Chinese stores.  Schools do not have clean water to drink.  My children have to buy water at their
school because the American Samoa Power Authority still has a boiling water notice for their area since 10 years ago.  This is
completely unacceptable and it is not right.

 

My husband and I had a business in sandblasting and painting of water tanks in the U.S.  We did the Garth Brooks tank, Baptist
Integris, Mustang, El Reno (Rock Island tank), Seminole tank (McCalester, OK) and many more.  So we definitely have the expertise
and understanding of having clean water.  I do not see this as a high importance for this island, otherwise the issue would have been
resolved long time ago.  We have been here since 2014 and have experienced this unfortunate daily task of having to fill our water
bottles because we cannot drink out of our own tap water.

 

The American Samoa Power Authority (ASPA) for the water department has recently put out a public notice bid for the 1 mil gal
Tramway Tank Rehab and added additional other projects to bundle together with it for this month.  In 2014, ASPA awarded a local
contractor the rehab work on the Nuuuli tank.  This was the first time work was ever done on a tank.  The contractor was not
experienced or qualified to perform the work, but somehow was awarded the job. There is still lead in this tank and people are drinking
from it.  This may happen again with the Tramway tank if someone from the U.S. doesn't step in and make sure the most qualified
people are awarded the job and not just the lowest bidder.  

 

I have included my email when I first reached out to the U.S. EPA and the response I received.  ASPA has companies that have serious
OSHA violations and people that were killed on their site due to negligence or unqualified to operate certain machinery , but yet are
allowed to continue bidding on numerous government federally funded projects.

 

In this email, I have included some of the tanks we had done in Oklahoma.  The rest of the attachments are photos of tanks here and a
water bottle with rust chips in it.  Looks like lead.

 

Please help with making sure our funds are used correctly for all our water tanks and that the qualified people are selected to perform
the work.

 

(b) (6)



With much concern,

 

Marlene 

 

 

 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Marlene Fotuaika <
Date: Sun, Apr 2, 2017 at 5:31 PM
Subject: Fwd: American Samoa Drinking Water
To: Marlene Fotuaika <

 

Marlene A. Fotuaika

 

 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Marlene Fotuaika <
Date: Fri, Dec 9, 2016 at 9:39 AM
Subject: American Samoa Drinking Water
To: banks.karl@epa.gov
Cc: "Dermer, Michele" <Dermer.Michele@epa.gov>

Hi Karl,

 

I do appreciate you calling me back.  Like I mentioned over the phone, there has been so many federal funds coming here to our island
to lift the boiling water notices, improve drinking water quality and water infrastructure.  For many years now, there still has not been
much change.  People are still having to purchase water and our children have to purchase water as well because their school still has
the boiling notice in their area for so many years now.

 

Here are some of the facts regarding your U.S. EPA grants:

 

2009  Awarded $4,037,000 to American Samoa to finance many of the overdue improvements to water projects.

2009  ASPA also receives $483,000 to improve American Samoa's drinking water system.

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



2013  Am. Samoa EPA received $1.8 million for inspections, drinking water, permit writing, etc.

2013  Am. Samoa ASPA received $8.3 million to improve drinking water systems in all three territories

2015 ASPA receives over $9 million for water infrastructure improvements, improve drinking water quality, remove existing boil water
notices

2016  ASPA receives $8.9 million for water infrastructure improvements.   As per Congresswoman Amata, "These important funds will
be used to make our water safer to drink."  Since 2010, EPA has awarded over $58 million in Clean Water and Safe Drinking Water
State Revolving Funds to the American Samoa Power Authority, which provides utility services to residents for the design and
construction of drinking water and waste water infrastructure.

 

Karl, you mentioned that you inspected all of the ground storage tanks on our island.  They are pretty bad.  This was also including the
Nuuuli tank that was just recently done.  You said that the tank was sandblasted and painted inside and out.  I know for a fact that it
was not.  First, for the exterior, there was no containment to contain any lead, which this tank had.  Also, I saw it with my own eyes, the
crew just painted over the red on that tank after they tried to scrape the paint off.  As for the inside, it was only power washed as well
and not sandblasted.  Unfortunately, that information is false.  I don't believe any inspector would have passed that tank.

 

I hope you see my concern with all this.  I agree that things do take time, but how many more years do we still have to go thru this
hardship.  Some residents have reported red chips or rust coming out of their faucet, but you said that's why they have the filter and it
probably isn't that bad because it all settles. 

 

We need a change here in American Samoa and the people deserve to have clean water coming out of their faucets vs boiling vs
purchasing.  Many families have to walk to the store and fill their gallons of water and they are heavy, but that is how important it is to
have clean water. 

 

Again, I do appreciate all your help on this matter.

 

Sincerely,

 

Marlene

 

 

 

Marlene A. Fotuaika

(b) (6)

































       
   

    
 
    

   
   

                  
              
                

              
    

                   



  

 

	  
	   

  

  
   

      
   

       
        

      

    
              



  
	   

   

   
   

  
    

   

         
           

        
       

   

          

    
              



     
   

     
   

    
   

                  
              
                

              
   

                   



   
      

   

    
	

  
 
	   

  
  

  
	

  

  
  
     

   
     

   

       
     

   
       

   

 

  

 

  

   

              
            
              
        

          
         

          
   

 
        

          
          

          
         

          
        

       
      

       
   



     
   

   

           
            

        
    

          
         

        

  

      
         

        
        

        
       

        
  

         
      

        
  

            
         
   

  
         
       

          
           

    

            
      

  

	            
       



     
   

   

 
        

         
       

        
           

        
         

         
        

           
          
         
         

        
        

      

 
     

         

          
  

         
        
           

    
             

    
          

      
           

    
          

 

         
        

         
         





 

        

    





    

      





    

     

      



              

               

           

      

             
          

                

             

             

   

           
              
           
              

           
      

              

                 

           

    

              
             
             

       



           
   

   

                

              

         

              

            

             

 

              

       

             

           

                

               

   

                 

              
             

 

            

      

               

            

         

            

              
            

         
          

        



            
   

                 

  

                

              

 

             

    

           

   



           
    

     

             

                

             

           

       

           

            

               

          

            

           

             
             

           
             

             
  

       



   
       

































  
        

  

   

   
    

      
    

   

	             
        

   

             
              

            
                 

               
              

             
                 

                
              

           
              

                
             

             
              

           
             

            
                

           
               

            
              







               
               

              
                

     

          
            

             
            

            
              

             
                

             
               

             
      

               
              

                
              

             
          

               
               
       

	            
                

	               
             

            
               

              
                
              
               



  
    

    
   

     
   

   
  

   
       

    
   

   
     
   

   

  
    

    
   

    
    
    

  

  
       

    
   

    
      

   
  

   
    

   
      

 

    
   

    
    

   
  

   
     

	    
   

    
  
    
 

      
   

  

  
    

	    
    

    
    

  



    
    

	    
   

      
   

   
 



























Tue Apr 04 16:05:11 EDT 2017 
Gaines.Cynthia@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Letter on recent climate Exec Order 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: Reaves, Doretta
Sent: Tuesday, April 04, 2017 4:01 PM
To: Gaines, Cynthia <Gaines.Cynthia@epa.gov>
Cc: Brennan, Thomas <Brennan.Thomas@epa.gov>
Subject: Letter on recent climate Exec Order

 

Thank you Cynthia,

 

Here’s the attached letter from Cassandra Carmichael regarding Climate Executive Order.

 

Doretta

 

From: Cassandra Carmichael [mailto:cassandra@nrpe.org]
Sent: Tuesday, April 4, 2017 1:06 PM
To: Reaves, Doretta <Reaves.Doretta@epa.gov>; Brennan, Thomas <Brennan.Thomas@epa.gov>
Subject: Letter on recent climate Exec Order

 

Dear Doretta and Tom:
Attached please find a letter cc’d to Administrator Pruitt regarding last week’s executive order. Can you please forward or let me know who to direct
it to?

 

It is signed by a fair number of religious organizations. Please let me know if you have any questions.

 

Thank you!
Cassandra

 

Cassandra Carmichael
Executive Director

National Religious Partnership for the Environment

110 Maryland Avenue, NE, Suite 203

Washington, DC 20002

Cassandra@nrpe.org

 

(b) (6)



 
 
March 31, 2017 
 
President Donald Trump 
The White House  
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500  
 
Dear Mr. President: 

As communities of faith we hold to values of stewardship and justice. We are deeply 
troubled by the recent Energy Independence Executive Order, which dismantles years of 
progress to address climate change.  

God’s creation is sacred and we are called to responsibly steward the gifts of creation 
while protecting our most vulnerable neighbors. We are acutely aware of the threats 
posed by a changing climate, since our congregations and religious institutions are on the 
front lines of disaster relief and preparedness, refugee resettlement, and healthcare. The 
recent Energy Independence Executive Order will negatively impact these ministries. 

Climate change and poor air quality are already posing risks to our health, our economy, 
and our quality of life both here in the United States and abroad. Climate change poses 
serious threats in particular to vulnerable communities, endangering the health and 
livelihood of millions of minority families in the United States as well as in communities 
overseas. From heat-related mortality to increased asthma attacks to lost job 
opportunities, evidence shows how climate change disproportionally impacts vulnerable 
populations, particularly when it comes to public health.  
 
The Clean Power Plan would help reduce air pollution and would maintain an affordable, 
reliable energy system, while protecting our health and environment now and for future 
generations. The Clean Power Plan is projected to prevent nearly 3,000 premature deaths 
and almost 100,000 asthma attacks per year by 2030. Every child has the right to a 
pollution free environment and we have a moral obligation to protect God’s gift of air for 
our children and grandchildren.   
 
As we feel the impacts of climate change across the breadth of our ministries, we expect 
governmental leadership to help us address the root causes of climate change: greenhouse 
gas emissions. We urge you to uphold the Clean Power Plan and use the power of the 
Executive Branch to address the clear and present danger of climate change. We insist 
that you keep to your stated promise during your campaign and in your address to a 
recent joint session of Congress to protect clean air so that we can ensure the health and 
wellbeing of our communities and all creation.  
 
Sincerely, 
Christian Reformed Church in North America, Office of Social Justice 
Church World Service 



Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life 
Columban Center for Advocacy and Outreach 
Creation Justice Ministries 
The Episcopal Church  
Friends Committee on National Legislation 
Green Chalice, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)   
Interfaith Power & Light 
Leadership Conference of Women Religious 
Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns 
Maryknoll Sisters, Eastern Region, USA 
Mennonite Central Committee U.S. Washington Office 
New Evangelical Partnership for the Common Good 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc.  
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas' Institute Justice Team 
Sojourners 
Union for Reform Judaism 
Unitarian Universalist Association 
Unitarian Universalist Ministry for Earth  
United Church of Christ, Justice & Witness Ministries 
The United Methodist Church - General Board of Church and Society 
 
Cc: The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Members of Congress 



Tue Apr 04 19:32:55 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: EPA Order 4711--Report of Continuing Workplace Harassment--Gregory McDowell 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: Bill Miller [mailto:
Sent: Tuesday, April 04, 2017 5:05 PM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: EPA Order 4711--Report of Continuing Workplace Harassment--

 

William R. Miller

 

April 4, 2017

 

Scott Pruitt, Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.

Mail Code 1101A

Washington, DC 20460

 

Subject:  Report of Continuing Workplace Harassment:  EPA Order 4711

 

Dear Administrator Pruitt:

 

Please find attached my letter of December 19, 2016 sent to your predecessor, Gina McCarthy.  No response has been received. 
Please advise who is currently responsible for responding to this matter and when a response should be expected. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

 

Sincerely,

 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



William R. Miller

Representative for (b) (6)















(b) (6)



(b) (6)



(b) (6)



(b) (6)



(b) (6)



(b) (6)



(b) (6)



(b) (6)



(b) (6)



(b) (6)



(b) (6)



(b) (6)



(b) (6)



(b) (6)





Wed Apr 05 10:00:22 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: This is SERIOUS ! 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: Ed McCabe [mailto:emccabe@mccabeengineering.com]
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2017 8:50 AM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: This is SERIOUS !

 

Scott,

 

EPA - Should not stand for Environmental PERIL Agency.  We have been attempting to contact you directly to expose elements within
your agency which need procedural "realignment" in their duty -- Protection of PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, WELFARE AND THE
ENVIRONMENT.

 

In our joint goal of MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN we need to reform the Bureaucratic employee "mentality" -- Protect the PUBLIC
not each other (cover ups).

 

Please read the e-mail chain below and contact me via e-mail or cell 330-352-1120.

 

Thank you,

 

Edward M. McCabe, PE

 

From: Ed McCabe
Sent: Monday, March 13, 2017 9:24 AM
To: Randy.Kirkland@epa.ohio.gov; Gonzalez. Maria@epamail. epa. gov
Subject: Presentation

 

Randy & Maria,

 

Good Morning, I would like to present this article at an upcoming National Real Estate Conference and would one or both of you to be a
part of a panel discussion.  I fully understand the difference of opinion(s) that exist and feel it would serve the audience best to hear
both sides of the "Nightmare on Irwin St."  -- Please review and advise.

 

Thank you,

 

Edward M. McCabe, PE

 

 



      EPA MUST IMPROVE OVERSIGHT OF STATE ENFORCEMENT

 

    Is this topic of a 2011 report #12-P-0113 EPA'S admission of guilt ?  This report may imply USEPA would not revoke authorization of
a state delegated authority to conduct federal programs such as RCRA - regardless of the state's "mismanagement" because a Region
does not have adequate resources.  EPA reports further imply EPA has not implemented a consistent enforcement program to make
sure that federal environmental laws are met by state governments - such as Ohio.

 

Many articles have been written bringing Ohio in to question .. "Ohio EPA report not a good one; Agency's problems could result in a
federal takeover" / "Citizens to urge U.S. EPA to revoke Ohio's enforcement authority" / "EPA finds problems with Ohio agency in most
extensive report ever".

 

     2017 Marks the 20 th. Anniversary of a petition filed with the USEPA on behalf of the Sierra Club, Ohio Environmental Council, Ohio
Citizens Action and Rivers Unlimited for Withdrawal of Ohio's Authorization to Enforce Federal Laws.  No withdrawal-Ohio EPA and
attorney general continue with their "own version" of Federal RCRA Regulations related to OHD 980 700 942:

 

      1)  Negotiate or "Conspire" with a Hazardous Waste Facility Owner/Operator (HAZ-WOO) to produce and approve falsified yearly
RCRA closure estimate updates.

 

      2)  Negotiate or "Conspire" with a HAZ-WOO to co-produce and approve a Fraudulent RCRA Closure Plan containing Gross
Material Environmental and Financial MISREPRESENTATIONS OF FACTS AND OMMISSIONS fully Known by Ohio.

 

       3)  Approve HAZ-WOO RCRA Financial Trust Fund account information Ohio knew was falsified based on Ohio inspections,
violations, reports and negotiations.

 

        4)  Illegally disburse RCRA Trust Fund Money to HAZ-WOO based on a Fraudulent release request Ohio Knew was Fraudulent.

 

        5)  Ohio approved the internal use of Ohio & HAZ-WOO falsified RCRA documents as the basis for  EPA and Municipal loans.

 

        6) Ohio to this day denies any wrong doing including the above, Fraud on the courts, answering factual questions, disallowing
Factual Environmental Evidence to be submitted in a court case (No Jury) we Lost Big.  A case Ohio had the audacity to bring against
an Engineering Company which was brought to the table by an ailing City to takeover the site clean up and site ownership to avoid a
disastrous project shut down due to an impending HAZ-WOO bankruptcy.  Of course we may have made the mistake of "Trusting" Ohio
and Washington to perform their duties related to RCRA Regulations, oversight of HAZ-WOO's and The RCRA Program.

 

       7) We have black and white evidence and trust this is not the only Falsified RCRA Project.

 

EPA Region 5 and Washington have long known and accepted Ohio's "management" of the Federal RCRA Program and yet do not use
their authority by law to make sure that federal environmental laws are met by state governments.

 

Does this PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, WELFARE AND THE ENVIRONMENT ?

 

Edward M. McCabe, PE



Wed Apr 05 10:00:45 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: EPA National Advisory Committee (NAC) Advice Letter - March 2017 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DRF

 

From: Pardo, Theresa A [mailto:tpardo@ctg.albany.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2017 8:33 AM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Cc: Jeffrey Wennberg <  Carrillo, Oscar <Carrillo.Oscar@epa.gov>; DAntonioli@v-c-s.org;
Andy@borderpartnership.org; ann-marie.chischilly@nau.edu; dharris@amerris.com; Sara.E.Hopper@dupont.com;
akilungo@seriaz.org; lybedonn@isu.edu; jrm359@georgetown.edu;  aghassem@nmsu.edu;
clg@energreencapital.com; thester0316@gmail.com; mklein@bkmlk.com;  isantiago@utep.edu; Singleton, Julia
M <jsingleton@ctg.albany.edu>
Subject: EPA National Advisory Committee (NAC) Advice Letter - March 2017

 

Dear Administrator Pruitt:

 

On behalf of the National Advisory Committee to the EPA on matters related to the North American Commission on Environmental
Cooperation (CEC), I wish to welcome you to the EPA and to express the NAC’s continued commitment to our role as advisors to you
in advancing the mission and strategies of the CEC.  Attached please find our Advice Letter addressing the Charge Questions issued
for our March 2017 meeting.

 

Sincerely,

 

Theresa A. Pardo

*********************************************
Theresa A. Pardo, PhD

Director, Center for Technology in Government
Research Professor, Public Administration and Policy
Associate Research Professor, Informatics

Past-President, Digital Government Society

University at Albany, State University of New York
187 Wolf Road, Suite 301
Albany, NY12205
518.442.3892

www.ctg.albany.edu

tpardo@ctg.albany.edu

 

(b) (6)
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(b) (6)
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                   April 4, 2017 

Committee 
Members  

 
Theresa A. Pardo 

Chair 
New York 

 
David Antonioli 

Washington, D.C. 
 

Andrew P. Carey 
California 

 
Ann Marie 
Chischilly 
Arizona 

 
Abbas Ghassemi 

New Mexico 
 

Carolyn Green 
Pennsylvania 

 
Donald K. Harris 

Michigan 
 

Tracy Hester 
Texas 

 
Sara E. Hopper 

Washington, D.C. 
 

Aminata Kilungo 
Arizona 

 
Mary Klein  

Virginia 
 
Donna L. Lybecker 

Idaho 
 

Justin McCartney 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Carlos Perez 

New York 
 

 
 
The Honorable Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
 
 
Dear Administrator Pruitt: 
 
The National Advisory Committee (NAC) to the U.S. Representative to the North 
American Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) held its forty-eighth 
meeting in Washington, D.C. on March 28-29, 2017. On behalf of the members of the 
NAC, I wish to welcome you to the EPA and to express our continued commitment to our 
role as advisors to you in advancing the mission and strategies of the CEC.  
 
Each meeting of the NAC is structured to ensure the committee can provide advice as 
requested in the Charge Questions provided by the EPA to the committee for that meeting. 
Our March 2017 meeting was therefore structured specifically to provide members with 
the time necessary to engage with each other and EPA to provide feedback on a selected 
set of the CEC Operational Plan Preliminary Project Proposals according to a specified 
set of criteria provided by EPA. Details on the proposal review process are included in the 
attached Advice.  
 
The meeting began with an overview by Mr. Luis Troche, Acting Senior Advisor for 
North American Affairs in the Office of International and Tribal Affairs at EPA, on the 
status of the CEC Operational Plan process including the status of the review of the twelve 
preselected, preliminary project proposals. Following his overview Mr. Troche took 
questions from the members of the NAC and GAC regarding the overall process and on a 
number of the project proposals themselves.  Mr. Troche was invaluable to the process as 
he remained at the meeting as a resource in support of the discussions being held in each 
of the committees.  The afternoon session began with an expanded overview by Mr. Mark 
Kasman. Mr. Kasman provided an overview of the larger context of the CEC Operational 
Plan, including the upcoming meeting with Jane Nishida and her counterparts in Canada 
and Mexico.  
 
 
 

  
 
U.S. National Advisory Committee 
Independent Federal Advisors on the  
North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation 

 
 
Chair 
Theresa A. Pardo 
Tel. 518-442-3892 
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Simone Sagovac 
Michigan 

 
Ivonne Santiago 

Texas  

 

 
During the meeting and in support of our work the committees received updates from: 
 

 César Rafael Chávez, Executive Director of the CEC Secretariat (via  
videoconference), provided an update of programmatic progress under the 2016-17 
Operation Plan and the current round of NAPECA grants.  

 Eric Dannenmaier, JPAC Chair, and Bob Varney reported via telephone, on the 

recent JPAC session in Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chiapas, Mexico. They noted that their 

recent session was streamed via Facebook Live and they had over 5,000 attendees 

through that service.  

 

The March meeting ended with a plenary session with Ms. Nashida, Mr. Kasam and Mr. 
Troche, during which they received a verbal summary from the Chairs of the NAC and 
GAC on the results of their review of the preliminary project proposals. This session 
included discussion among committee members and the EPA representatives.  
 
The NAC wishes to express its appreciation to the EPA for their commitment to citizen 
engagement. This meeting of the NAC was illustrative of this commitment, and to 
ensuring that projects undertaken as part of the CEC Operational Plan benefit from the 
perspectives of diverse stakeholder communities, including industry, academics and 
nonprofits, as exemplified in the composition of the NAC.   
 
The NAC also wishes to express appreciation for the excellent support provided by the 
Federal Advisory Committee Management Division (FACMD) and thank Director 
Monisha Harris, NAC/GAC Designated Federal Officer Oscar Carrillo, and all of the 
FACMD staff for their support, before, during and after the meeting. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Theresa A. Pardo, Ph.D., Chair 
National Advisory Committee 
 

cc: Jane Nishida, Assistant Administrator for the Office of International and Tribal Affairs 
Monisha Harris, Director, Federal Advisory Committee Management Division (FACMD) 
Oscar Carrillo, Designated Federal Officer, FACMD 
Mark Kasman, Director, Office of Regional & Bilateral Affairs, OITA, EPA 
Luis Troche, Acting Senior Advisor, North American Affairs, OITA, EPA 
Eric Dannenmaier, Chair, Joint Public Advisory Committee 
César Rafael Chávez, Executive Director, CEC 
Members of the U.S. National and Governmental Advisory Committees 

 
  

Administrative support for the NAC is provided by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,  
Federal, Advisory Committee Management Division, OARM 

Mail Code 1601-M, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW Washington, D.C. 20460  
(t) 202-564-2294(f) 202-564-8129 
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National Advisory Committee (NAC) 
To the U.S. Representative to the 

Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) 
 

Advice 2017-1 (Meeting – March 28-29, 2017) 
General Thematic Recommendations: the CEC Operational Plan Preliminary  

Project Proposals 
 

Charge Questions: 
 
The March 2017 Charge Questions to the NAC seek advice on twelve preliminary project 
proposal descriptions for the 2017-18 the CEC Operational Plan.  The projects under 
consideration were proposed in line with the trilateral priority areas selected by the 
Council/Alternate Representatives, specifically:  
 

 Trade & the Environment (e.g. environment & innovations; movement of environmental 
goods & services) 

 Methane emissions reduction 
 Reduce and recover food waste 
 Black carbon inventory 
 Priority species and ecosystems (e.g. transboundary invasive alien species) 
 Health of oceans (e.g. marine litter; ocean acidification; marine protected areas) 

 Syndromic surveillance systems 

 Mexican Emissions Control Area (TBC) and 

 Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) case studies 

 
The Charge Question seeks feedback from the NAC on the proposals in terms of the following 
criteria:  
 

1) Replicability: opportunities for the projects’ approach, outputs and outcomes to be 
reproduced in other projects in North America, increasing the efficiency of future 
programs 

2) Self-Sustainability: how the projects can be maintained (as needed) beyond the two-year 
funding period;  

3) Scalability: especially important for pilot projects, the ability to expand beyond the pilot 
programs to affect broader change or result in broader impacts  

4) Incorporating Youth: how well the projects may capitalize on opportunities to involve 
young people in project activities or educational experiences. 

5) Incorporating TEK: how well the projects may capitalize on opportunities to incorporate 
tribal governments or traditional ecological knowledge (TEK).   

 
In addition, upon arrival the committees were also asked to consider the nature of the trilateral 
aspect each proposal. 
 

6) Trilateral Aspect:  To what extent does the project fully engage all three countries, or rely 
on a trilateral approach for success. 
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General Thematic Recommendations: 

The NAC’s overall impression was that the suite of proposed projects represents a body of work 
that could be very important to advancing the priorities of the trilateral council. The 
recommendations of the NAC are offered in the spirit of helping the EPA to identify the most 
promising projects, and to help strengthen the final proposals to achieve the greatest possible 
impact.  

After reviewing the proposals, the NAC identified a set of consistent themes found our detailed 
comments on each proposal. These themes are described below followed by a project by project 
set of observations and recommendations.  

 Clarity About the Big Problem. The proposals, in general, missed the opportunity to 
strengthen their impact by being clear about the value of the project to addressing a “big 
problem.”  In most cases, the big problem being solved was not made clear. Neither the gap 
in capability to solve a big problem, nor how the proposed project would fill that gap were 
identified. In most cases, these benefits could be inferred, but the proposals would be 
stronger, and more importantly the project purpose and value to future partners and funders 
would be more salient, if these aspects were made more clear.  Proposers are advised to 
clarify the following:  What is the big problem that the project will address? What is the local 
problem? What is the/are the gap(s) between the current state, capacity or level of knowledge 
and the desired state? What is the value of the proposal in terms of filling that gap and 
contributing to the solution of the big problem?  

 Specificity in Measurable Outcomes. The proposals overall could be improved with more 
attention to specificity of measurable outcomes.  This lack of specificity is a problem in 
terms of the ability to track progress and impact over time and to monitor delivery against 
project outcomes.  For example, one project uses the term “increase” in describing their 
expected outcomes. However, they do not set the baseline, set targets over the baseline, nor 
describe the level of effort to achieve the expected increases. This lack of specificity is 
problematic overall in the context of project management and the need to justify investments 
against public value created. The NAC finds this lack of specificity to be a problem 
additionally in terms of our ability to respond to critical questions about sustainability, 
replicability, and scalability. We found it difficult to make judgements about these aspects of 
the projects because we did not have enough information about if and how outcomes would 
be measured. Further, we understand it is not always possible to say exactly what the 
outcomes will be, even if you know what the indicators will be, but statements like the 
following help set targets in terms of ranges of expected outcomes; “We expect to increase 
the number of certified companies from X to a maximum of Y, but no less than Z. The 
number of participants we are able to attract to our workshop will play a big role in whether 
we are able to achieve our maximum outcome of Y.” Members of the NAC agreed that 
arguments for sustainability, scaling, and replication will rely on the ability of the project 
team to measure outcomes and to clearly communicate them to others. For example, if a 
project claims to make a change, but the baseline isn’t available then how can the project 
team use change data to argue for the long term financial support that is critical to 
sustainability; how can they make a case for replication if the outcome data isn’t available; 
how can you they seek support to scale if the outcome data on isn’t reliable or robust?  
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 Clarity on Methodology, Approach, Mechanisms.  Project proposals lacked of detail in the 
descriptions of the methods, approaches or mechanisms that would be used to achieve project 
results. For example, in the proposals that included the use of a survey, little (no) detail was 
given in terms of how the survey would be developed, tested, adapted, refined, and executed.  
In some cases, data was sought from individuals, in others from institutions. None of the 
proposals talked about the challenges to such efforts; all proposals seemed to assume best 
case scenarios in design, development and deployment. In a number of cases, a proposal 
acknowledged the need to adapt instruments whether surveys or tools to local context, but no 
information was provided as to how that would be done in terms of selecting the aspects that 
need contextualization, contextualizing those aspects, and testing that contextualization to see 
if achieved the intended goal, aside from then using them to achieve the project outcomes. 
The proposals had limited/no information about what the proposals are building on, or who 
the teams are partnering with; this information may have addressed our concerns in terms of 
methodology, approaches and mechanisms.  

 Clear Links to Related and Larger, Ongoing Efforts. In most cases the proposals did not 
situate the project in a larger context; whether historical, best practices, ongoing efforts, or 
other related activities. These gaps in the proposals made it difficult to judge whether the 
proposal was considering something novel or would in fact duplicate an existing effort, or if 
the proposal is heavily dependent on coordination among multiple related efforts or is 
independent from such efforts.  In all cases, we sought to make judgements about the criteria 
such as sustainability and TEK knowledge integration; partnering is central to success in 
these areas, without information that situates the proposal in this larger context, judging what 
is possible is difficult. The extent to which we could determine whether a project as planned 
has the potential to achieve long term sustainability due to a clear plan for leveraging 
partnerships is very limited.  Due to the lack of information in this regard, it is difficult to 
determine for example, if a project team has a plan to tap into the wealth of resources outside 
the federal government as part of the sustainability strategy.  

 Attention to Long Term Financial Sustainability. The proposals did not articulate well, or 
in most cases address, the issue of long term financial sustainability of their projects.   

 Communications and Outreach.  All projects could be strengthened by broadly using 
media (various platforms) and creating media campaigns to communicate about the project 
aims, issues that they address, & results – as this can be key to spurring partnerships, 
financial leverage, building capacity and shifting cultural norms.  Media should aim to reach 
different age groups, sectors, and economic/social groups.  One well-crafted media campaign 
could be replicated for other projects and would multiply the financial investments.  
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National Advisory Committee (NAC) 
To the U.S. Representative to the 

Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) 
 

Advice 2017-2 (Meeting – March 28-29, 2017) 
On the 12 Individual Preliminary CEC Project Proposals  

 
 
Project 1: Building Community Capacity to Reduce Marine Litter in North America 
Border Watersheds 

1. Get more specifics on exactly which local groups you are engaging. Make sure the set is 
representative. 

2. Local networks are hard to start and hard to sustain. Focus on engaging local networks that 
are already in place (and working), and learn from those that have worked in other regions 
(e.g., cases in China and Peru that were mentioned by EPA). 

3. How are pilots selected? How are the pilots selected? What do they represent?  Are there 
choices that provide the most opportunity to leverage the $ invested?  

4. The proposal references the trash free waters as a model – but provides no information to let 
us know why this is a good choice – the choice or approach isn’t rationalized or situated in a 
larger context. 

5. The proposal claims that the project will “describe” various activities – but it is not clear 
what is meant by “describe”. What will the project produce that didn’t exist before, why are 
they producing it and what will the community do with it to create new value once it is 
produced?  

6. During a previous NAC meeting we heard that this is a solid waste problem – that often the 
reason for build-up of marine waste is a consequence of the lack of a reliable solid waste 
program – such as in the case of Tijuana – which has no reliable or regular schedule for trash 
pickup.  

 
Project 2: Conserving shorebirds through community engagement at key sites in Canada, 
the United States and Mexico. 

1. The focus on migratory birds that share habitat in the three CEC countries provides a clear 
rationale for trilateral engagement. 

2. The project, as proposed, is very species focused.  
3. Long term sustainability aspect is weak.  
4. Important partnerships that should be emphasized, and more clearly defined: 

 Nonprofit:  National Audubon Society (and local Audubon chapters, if applicable), 
American Bird Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited, iNaturalist (California Academy of 
Sciences), American Birding Association, Native American Fish and Wildlife Society 

 Local Government:  State/local tourism agencies or chambers of commerce 
 Academic:  eBird (Cornell University) 

5. Potential co-sponsors or funders:  Ducks Unlimited, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
(NFWF), US Fish and Wildlife Service, optics manufacturers (Bushnell, Cannon, Zeiss, 
Leica, Swarovski). 

6. The project is strong both in terms of TEK and youth engagement. 
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Project 3: Tools for Expanding Food Loss and Waste Prevention, Recovery, and Recycling 
in North America 

1. The proposal presents the activities as a disparate set of efforts rather than a coherent 
program of highly related activities. 

2. The proposal is not clear on the potential “big” impact of the effort. The proposal needs to 
sharpen its focus on the big parts of the problem  

3. The proposal seeks funding to create new measures of food loss, but does not make clear the 
issues with the existing measures.  This aspect of the proposal is undefined and appears to 
include a bit of wishful thinking.  

4. The overall data management infrastructure is weak. To accomplish the goals of the project 
there appears to be a need to improve the ability to create standard data gathering protocols 
and to build professional data management capabilities. With a robust data management 
infrastructure, the proposal could target data gaps and a suite of technologies to gather data 
using measurement standards across the full supply chain. 

5. Is the project addressing the question: What difference does shorter food transit make to food 
loss?  

6. Tying the goal of sustainability and scalability to food insecurity and food deserts strengthens 
the argument.  

7. How will data newly available through this project be used to create new understanding 
about how to change individual and institutional behavior?  

7. Important partnerships that should be emphasized, and more clearly defined: 
 Nonprofit:  Food donation charities and food banks, Transition Town groups 
 Federal Government:  US Department of Agriculture 
 Private Industry:  Shipping companies, restaurant chains, agricultural companies (e.g., 

ConAgra, Purdue…), agricultural coops 
8. Potential co-sponsors or funders:  US Department of Agriculture, agricultural companies 
 
Project 4: Impact of Private Sector Supply Chain Energy Efficiency Efforts through ISO 
50001 

1. Concerns about the challenges companies face when navigating the bureaucracy of the ISO, 
and in particular recommended the project proposal provide additional insight the adoption 
and use of ISO500001 vis a vis the wide range of existing ISO standards in the industry. 

2. The following question was raised: Does the government need to be involved in this at all? 
We recommend an expansion of the proposal that outlines the unique role of government. If 
the government does need to be involved, make their role and the rationale for that role very 
clear.  

3. Members of the NAC urged the project proposal team to consider the rapidly changing 
context of energy efficiency policy and practice.  

4. A lack of attention to obstacles to making implementation happen and how those obstacles 
would be overcome was noted. 

5. A lack of attention to the economic opportunities for participating companies that must exist 
to make this sustainable was noted. 

6. A lack of attention to actions that have helped efficiency in the supply chain to date was 
noted. The proposal did not include attention to what else is happening in related or larger 
efforts. For example, numerous related ISO efforts. 

7. Measurable results have no baseline or targets for the suggested increases or mechanisms to 
make the increases happen.  
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8. The NAC recommends seeking more clarity about who the proposal will help? 
9. The NAC recommends more clarity about whether there is currently corporate engagement. 
 
Project 5: Improving Black Carbon Emissions Inventory Data for Residential Wood 
Combustion 

1. The budget seems high for a survey. 
2. The trilateral aspect of this project is not clear.  
3. The project is very ambitious in terms of timelines and outcomes given all the survey science 

that is involved.  
4. Who is being surveyed is not clear. If the survey is to be adapted for the specific context of 

the select cities, how will the issues related to response rates be addressed, for example how 
will trust be built with potential respondents so that they complete the survey?  How will 
these strategies to build trust vary by region? Further, how will the survey design address 
likely resistance to responding based on concerns “big brother” is “tracking” my personal 
wood burning practices.  

5. The proposal does not make clear the range of wood burning practices to be covered by the 
survey; the range of wood burning behaviors is wide - burning wood for fun to burning wood 
for food preparation.  

6. No reference is made to existing resources or references to existing models of potential use. 
 
Project 6: Supporting Science for Continental Conservation of the Monarch Butterfly 

1. The proposal provides the opportunity to be a door opener for collaboration – build the 
foundation for the agencies in each country assessing risk to communicate and coordinate.  

2. The proposal does not make clear the science gap it is trying to fill. One focus might be 
trying to find out what is happening to habitat between the wintering grounds in Michoacan, 
Mexico, and the Rio Grande.  

3. Could the CEC play the role as a unifying coordinator here? Is this an opportunity that is not 
leveraged in this proposal?  

4. The proposal should seek to get everyone on the same page regarding where the gaps are in 
field monitoring and in building a strategy to work together to fill them. 

5. Research needs to be grounded in, or situated in, the larger context to make sense.  This is 
such a crowded field – how is what is proposed here related to the field? How is it additive 
and novel?  Further, current research strategy is focused on national level governments and 
the trilateral commission, doesn’t recognize work of others.  

6. The proposal seems to miss an opportunity to link to the larger environmental factors and 
cycles and other policy issues such as food security.  

7. The proposal should include a communication strategy to make the value proposition of the 
work clear vis a vis the crowded field.  

8. The proposal appears to be missing an opportunity to leverage the shared interest with large 
international partners such as the WWF.   

9. An annual multi-stakeholder convening is a strength of the proposal and should include 
industry stakeholders to partner in knowledge sharing, science and assessment.  

9. Important partnerships that should be emphasized, and more clearly defined: 
 Nonprofit:  Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA), Midwest Association of 

Fish and Wildlife Agencies, , Native American Fish and Wildlife Society, NatureServe, 
Student Conservation Association (SCA), Boy/Girl Scouts 

 US Government:  National Phenology Network (USGS) 
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 Private Industry:  Agricultural companies (e.g., ConAgra), chemical companies (e.g., 
DuPont, Monsanto, Syngenta, Bayer Crop Science), agricultural coops 

10. Potential co-sponsors or funders:  US Department of Agriculture, US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), chemical and agricultural 
companies 

 

Project 7: Helping North American communities respond to extreme heat events (Phase II) 
– Scaling up syndromic surveillance systems.  

1) Link this proposal more clearly to “criteria pollutants” such as ozone, or link to existing 
monitoring networks. This will strengthen the impact and sustainability.  

2) The areas you plan on identifying as “at risk” are unclear. The criteria to be used in this 
selection process are unclear.  

3) Be clear this a health issue – this will expand the opportunity for partnership and for future 
long term financing opportunities. 

4) The proposal seems to be missing an opportunity for greater youth engagement in this 
project. 

5) The proposal seems to be missing an opportunity for greater engagement of TEK in this 
project. For example, Tribal Health Agencies. 

6) Expand and clarify/make coherent your partnership strategy. How will you effectively 
coordinate among all the levels and branches of government with a formal responsibility for 
response in localized extreme weather events?  

7) Provide evidence of the success of such systems in other places; tell us who has done this 
well and why, and what you have learned from them that you will apply in this project.  

8) Clarify the value proposition in terms of public health and vulnerable communities. 
9) The trilateral aspect of this proposal is not clear. The focus appears to be on how to create 

networks that enable local coordination using data from similar technologies deployed in 
three cities. The proposal appears to have more of a comparative case study character.  

10) Climate change as a triggering event here is a powerful message – it is underutilized in 
making a case for the reason for, and potential value of, this project.  

11) Important partnerships that should be emphasized, and more clearly defined: 
 Nonprofit:  Is there a group that would have connections to Native American healers? 
 Academic:  Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals (Northern Arizona 

University)  
 Local/Tribal Government:  Tribal Health Agencies 

 
Project 8: Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) as Tools for Promoting Ocean Health 

1. The budget seems low for the work required.  
2. The project is very ambitious in terms of timelines and outcomes (tool development is 

expensive).  What existing tools would form the foundation of the toolkit to keep expenses 
down? 

3. Are there a set of adaptation principles that could be applied based on the type of ecosystem, 
to simplify the underlying framework for the toolkit? – for example, kelp, coral.  

4. How robust can the tool kit be if trying to be all things to all people? In particular because the 
budget is small. Can a modular approach be used? 

5. The deliverables are not clear.  
6. The target audience for the toolkit is not clear.  
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7. The project appears to be focused on improved management rather than climate focused 
change. Agile or adaptive management focused. 

8. The proposal does not make it clear how it is linked to other efforts happening outside the 
MPA that might amplify or negate these efforts. 

9. TEK connection should be much more – integration outlined in the proposal seems 
superficial and should be strengthened.  

10. Specifics in this proposal might be a model for future proposals.  
11. Important partnerships that should be emphasized, and more clearly defined: 

 Nonprofit:  Pew Charitable Trusts, The Nature Conservancy, NatureServe, Compass (for 
communications plan), National Wildlife Federation 

 Tribal Fisheries Agencies 
 US Government:  NOAA 
 Private Industry:  Local/State tourism agencies, chambers of commerce, fishing 

companies 
12. Potential co-sponsors or funders:  Pew Charitable Trusts, The Nature Conservancy, Packard 

Foundation 
 
Project 9: Implementation of North American Action Plans to boost the sustainable, legal 
and traceable production and trade of CITES Appendix II priority sharks, turtles, 
tarantulas and timber 

1. Good trilateral project. 
2. References to key partners are limited – yet we know all states have lead CITES agencies.  
3. Links to species specific groups - academic groups could be key partners – more 

acknowledgements to key partners is recommended. 
4. The project is too ambitions – too much money, too many deliverables, too little time. 
5. For example, seems to be gathering knowledge then executing – little time appears to be 

provided for reflection and testing. If the activities are carried out in linear fashion – not clear 
how it can all be done – if carried out in parallel – maybe possible. Proposal needs more 
information on sequencing and iteration of these critical processes in this proposal. 

6. Make the elements of the action plan more clear. Make it easier to review to provide 
feedback. 

7. Make clear how this builds on previous work. 
8. Why these species? 
9. How does cites relate to work on monarch butterflies? 
10. What is the value vis a vis the requirement for action plans?  
11. Important partnerships that should be emphasized, and more clearly defined: 

 Nonprofit:  Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA), HerpNet, NatureServe, 
zoos and aquariums, IUCN North America, Wildlife Society, Native American Wildlife 
Society 

 State/Local Government:  State fish and wildlife agencies, Tribal fish and wildlife 
agencies 

 Private Industry:  Associations of collectors 
 
Project 10: North American TEK Atlas/Inventory and case studies on best practices in 
integrating TEK in decision making in the three countries.  

1. The case study is missing from the measurable results column. 
2. Replication strategy needs attention  
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3. How will conflicts/perspective differences between TEK and western science be resolved? 
How will gaps be bridged to ensure we get the best of both? 

4. Is the project necessary? 
5. The case study text is too thin – no description of what case and why the focus is selected. 

How will the case studies be selected? Who will be involved? 
6. Be more clear on the operating context – Canada is good at integrating TEK, less so the US – 

less so even – Mexico. How will this variability be accounted for in efforts to integrate TEK 
into government decision making in a single project?   

7. Not much discussion or view of social media content. Would like to see more discussion of 
how the data points will be verified – e.g. data quality. Fitness for use, for example.  

8. IP How will contributions to the collection be attributed to the different experts – how will IP 
be protected?  

 
Project 11: Reducing Emissions from Goods Movement via Maritime Transportation in 
North America (Phase III) 

1. Public health focus strengthens the proposal. This proposal provides variety and balance to 
the portfolio. 

2. The proposal makes clear the problem of patchwork efforts – they are trying to fix or link the 
disparate efforts. 

3. All eyes are on this industry and measuring emissions. Advice from NAC – Link to, and be 
aware of, IMO efforts. 

4. Expand Focus to ship emissions in ports. Is this included? If not, why not? This is a big piece 
of regulation in the US. 

5. Does the project look at loading and unloading- the movement of trucks in and out of ports? 
6. The proposal needs more clarity on deliverables – and the benefit of each – the approval 

processes and outcomes. 
7. The proposal connects to the administration’s agenda – more than any of the proposals. 

Emphasize the connections here in the interest of sustainability.  
8. Build in outreach around the science of emissions and emissions testing. New technologies to 

reduce emissions in the full ecosystem of ports, goods movement including ship based 
transport.  

 
Project 12: Quantifying Methane and Black Carbon Emissions from Flaring the Oil and 
Gas Industry 

1. Is this viable given US requirement to measure methane emissions on federal lands has been 
reversed? 

2. Does this project shift the pressure to private firms? 
3. Who will pay for step 2? This is important as the incentive is in step 2. 
4. Trilateral aspect of this proposal seems weaker than others. TEK and youth aspects of this are 

also weak.  
5. This project could be improved through an emphasis on how this project, if successful, will 

contribute to competitiveness. 
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National Advisory Committee (NAC) 
To the U.S. Representative to the 

Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) 
 

Advice 2017-3 (Meeting – March 28-29, 2017) 
On the CEC Project Proposal Process  

 

In addition to the summary comments above, we offer several suggestions regarding improving 
the project proposal process going forward. 

1. Encourage proposers to develop their proposals in terms of return on investment and 
partnering.  Adopting a frame of reference that draws attention consistently to these two 
ideas is recommended for proposers. Being able to express the value of the project clearly 
and consistently, in measurable ways, and to specify related partners and networks will 
contribute to the likelihood that a project can secure the resources and partners needed to be 
sustainable and scalable, and to be of interest in terms of replication to new locations and 
other contexts.    

2. Map the proposal sections to the evaluation criteria. The NAC observed that our ability to 
make judgements about the extent to which the projects involved TEK and youth related 
activities was facilitated because there was a specific question asked about these criteria. 
Making similar judgements about sustainability, scalability and replicability, was much more 
difficult as no direct questions about these criteria were asked so we, as reviewers, had to 
infer from what was provided.  

3. The proposal summary asked the proposers to list partners. The lists provided were in some 
cases short and general, in others long. The members of the NAC found it difficult to 
determine what the lists represented in terms of valuable resources to the projects. We found 
it difficult to determine if the projects proposed included activities necessary to leverage the 
project itself to build out partnership networks. Such leveraging activity is considered, by the 
NAC, to be critical to achieving success in achieving the outcome of the project, and in terms 
of its long terms sustainability, scalability and replicability.  
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Wed Apr 05 11:31:21 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Looking to get information to get Certified 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: Hurricane Power [mailto:jon@hurricane-power.com]
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2017 7:12 AM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>; Pruitt, Brittany <Pruitt.Brittany@epa.gov>; Kaplan, Robert <kaplan.robert@epa.gov>
Subject: Looking to get information to get Certified

 

We are an OEM located in Michigan.  We manufacture our own fuel tank for our machines.

 

We are looking to be CERTIFIED in this manufacturing of fuel tanks.  Currently our tank is steel and we look to continue with the same path.

 

Any information would be greatly appreciated.

 

Thanks in advance.

 

Until then, make it a great day.

 

Jon

 

--

Jon Geer

Plant Manager

Hurricane Inc.

375 W Hackley Ave.

Muskegon Heights, MI 49444

Direct:616-322-5382

Office: 231-755-0707

Fax: 231-755-0360

WWW.HURRICANE-POWER.COM

 



This message and any attachments are intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain information that is privileged and confidential. If the reader of the
message is not the intended recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination of this communication is

strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by email and delete the message and any attachments from your system. 

 

 

This message and any attachments are intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain information that is privileged and
confidential. If the reader of the message is not the intended recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are

hereby notified that any dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please notify us immediately by email and delete the message and any attachments from your system. 
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Pugliese, Holly

From: Pugliese, Holly
Sent: Tuesday, April 18, 2017 10:33 AM
To: Pugliese, Holly
Subject: FW: control on certification of portable fuel containers

From: Carlson, Philip  
Sent: Tuesday, April 18, 2017 10:03 AM 
To: Pugliese, Holly <pugliese.holly@epa.gov> 
Cc: Jackson, Cleophas <jackson.cleophas@epa.gov>; Giuliano, Julia <giuliano.julia@epa.gov>; Vallion, Trina 
<vallion.trina@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: control on certification of portable fuel containers 
 
I decided to call Mr. Geer this morning.  I was able to explain EPA’s requirements with regard to fuel tank and equipment 
certification.  I will be sending him a follow‐up email with links to Verify, EPA regulations, the equipment certification 
video, etc…. 
 
Because his fuel tanks are metal, he will not need to certify those.  He will need to obtain an equipment certificate for 
his products. 
 
Phil 
 

































  

 
 
  
  
  
 
  
 
  

  

  

 

 
  
 

  

  
  

   

  
 

  

  
 
  

    
  

  
  
  

 

  

  
 

 
 
 
 

 	
	

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  
  

  

  

 	  

  

  

	

 	 

	

	



 	 	
 
	

  

        

  
  







    	 	 	 	
 

	 	  

  
 

 
 	  

 
 

    
   

   
	 	  

  

     
  

    
 

    

   

 

 

 
 

 

 	 	  	   

                    

		 
 

 

                   
  

 

	
  

 

 

 
 

	  
 

 
 

 	

 

 

 

  	     	  

	
	 	   

                  
        

  

    

                                 
                               

                     
             

      

                  
                   
                
             

                 
   	

  

 
  



 	 	  	   

 
 

	  

   	  

  



 	   	   
   	  	 		  		 			  

 	 	 	   	 	 	 
 	  	

 	 	 
  	    	  	  	   

      		  	   	 	  	 	  
	 	 		      	  		 	    	 	

	  

      	   	    	  	   		 		 
		  	

 		   	 	 	 	   

		   		 	 	  	  		 	  	   				  
	  	 	    	 	    		  		  	   	 
 	      	 	  	  	 		 	  
	 	 	 		 	 		 	 
	  

    		 	 	  

	  
	 	 

	

  	   	   	 	 	 		 
		  	 	 	 	 			 	  

	 		  	
	 		 	 

	 		 	 	 	 	   

	  	 	 	    	 		
		

 	
   

		  	    	 				 	 	   	
 

		 				 	 	 	  
	  

		 			 	 	 		 	 	  
				 		  		  	 	   

 		 	 	 		 		 		 		 		   	  	 			  	  			  
	 		  	 	    	   	  	 	  

	  		 	   
	
	 	 	        		      		  

	

 
	    	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	 	  	   	  
 		 	  	 	 	 	 	 		 			

	 

  	    	       		 			 	 	   	 	 	 	   

	 	  

	   
 

 

  

	

				 	   

	

 		 	
 	  

 	  	    
 	  		 		 	 

 	     

	

 	   

	

	   

 
 	 		 	  			   

 	 	  	

	

		    	         	
 

 	 	   	      
	   		 	 	 

  	  

	   
    		  				      	    	 			 	      

	  		   		  	  

	
  

	 	 		  	  

	  	  		 	   

    	



 
	 	 	  				   
	 			 	     	  	     

	

    	  	    	     

 

 
 

 
	  

	
  

 

   	
    	  

	 	 

	

	   

 

	   
	  

    	             

 
 

  	  	      	                  

	     
	

          	  

	

          	     

 

 	   	      
     	   

  	  			  	   
	  

		
 

	
 

 
 	 	  	 
	   	   

 

	

	     	     	 

   	  	         	  	                 

	   	
    		            	        			      

	  	  		  	 		 	  

	

  	 	 	  	  		



 

	 	       		       
           

	  

       
 

	

	  	        	     
          







 
  

			  
 

 

	

	    	 		 	 	 		 	
 

	  	

 

	  
	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	  

	

	     

	

	   
  

 	  

 
	 

	 	 	  	 	 	  	 	 	  	 	  	  

	 

						 	 	 	 	 	  

	 
	 	  

 
 

  
    

	  

	

  	       

 

	   



	     

 



 

 	 							  
		 			  		 		  	  	  	      			 	   	 	       	 	         		 	 		 	 

 

	

 	 	  
	 	 			 		 
	 	 	 		 		 		  			 

	

		 	  	  	  
	 	 	  	 	 	 	  

	

		   

		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   

	

			 		 	   		   	 	 	   	 	   

	 			 		  	  

	

  	  		 	   

	

	 		 	 	 	  	 		  

	

   	     	   	     	  	 	 





 

	 
	      

 			   		 	  
		 	  		 	

  	
	  	

  	     	
 

	      	  

	

     	 	  	 	  

	  	 
 

    	 
 	   	 	    	  		  		  

	 	 			   
		    

 
 	 	      	    

	 	     







 
   

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
   

 
 

 

  

 

 

  
 

 
 





   
	     
	   

  

   

 

  

   
 

   
  

       
    
  

    
   

   

   

           
             

              
     

  

              
             
     

   

              
        

               
                

         

               
               

   

                  
         

    

              
        





  
	  

  	  

  
 	

    
 	 	  
	 

   
	 	  

 

   

  

	     
 	  

  

 
  

	

     
     

   
 

    
	 	  

	 		   
	   
	 	   		   	 

 	
		   	  

	

	    

	

   		    	  	 	 		 

  	  
	 	 	  

   
            	           

            
	                    

          
                  

         
               

        
                   

       
           

               
               

          
             

   
           

                                
                     

         

                      
                    

                  
            

           
         
                      

             
           
  

 
  

 

 

 

  

  

 

  
 

   
   

    
 

    
    

  
   

    
 

   
     

     
  

   
    

     
  

    
     

 
    

    
       

 
       

 
      

 
      

   
  

 
  

   

          



	  	 	  

 

 





	    

  

 	    

	   	 	 	 	 	 	 		  
  

   
  

    

 

	                   
 	        	    

	   

                           
                       

                        
                            

                          
                       

  

              
            

             
            

             
              

                
            

                
                 

                
               

          
              

              
 

 
 

   
               

            
                
                
                

                
            
              

   
               

               
                     

              
               

                   
               

                 
                  

            
       

                
             

                   
               
             

            
            
               



    
         

           
 

  
 

  

  
 

 



   	   

                 
              

                 
       

               
                 

                 
              

        

                 
           
       

              
            

                 
                 

               
   

             
                  

               
               

                
           
           

    

               
      

                 
                

             
               

                 

                  
               

               
             





                 

              

                 

              

            

               
              

              
              

              
         

             
                

     

              
             

              
              

             
  

                  
               

             
   

               
               
    

         

 

    
    

  
         

	    	     





      
        

        
    

     	 	  
	 	 	 	  

         
        

        
          

     
     

         
          

         
           

      
          

        
	 	     

     	 	    
         

  	     

    
     

     
     

     
     

    
      

     
     

     
    

    
     

     
     

      
      

     
       

     
	

      
     
     

      
      

    
   

   
    

   
     

       
      

      
      

     

      
    

     
   





   









   

    
      

    
   

  

       

  

             
               

           
              

             
             

            

            
             

               
             

            
                

              
              

      

             
         



            
         

          
           

            
             

             
            

             
           

    

          
             

           
          

      	       
              

             
          

             
              

           
      

  

 	   

 	   
	     

	 	







   
       

	

   	    
	

      	  	 
       

 	       
          

          
         

	

   
	

         

	

    	         

	

   	             	               

	

 	         

	

 	  
	 	           

 

	

 	  	      

	

 	          

	

 	         

	

  	            
	   	           

	

 	           

	

     	         

	

     	            

	

    	         
	         

	

     	           

	

      	         

	

   	         

	

    		          

	

    	          

	

      	             

	

    	            

	

  	      
    	        

	

    	          

	

    	          

	

      		         

	

     	         

	

    	       
     

      
       





   

  

 

 

 
 
  

  

 	
   		      		 

  	
   

 
	   

          
	       
	

 

 

	    	  

   	
 
 

   	    
 
	     

	   	  	    

 	    		   	   

	

	
 

    
 

	         	   

	  

               	           	    
 	      

	
         	

 
 

	      	 		   		 		   		    

   

   

 

 

		 

 
	

 

 	 

 

 

 

  

                

 

	 	   

	    	 
  	

 

	

 	  

              
            		  

 

 

 	   	 	  
 

 
     

	
 

	

  
      

 	  

	

  	  
	  

 
	
	     	         	

 
  

	

	    
    	 

	

 	
  
	

 

	    	
 
	   

    
 

 	 	                

  





    
 

    
	  

   
 
	  

	 	    
 

   

	 	 	
 

   	   

      

   	

   

 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 
 
  

 
 

     

  
  

     

   
  	  

  

  	     	
  

    
 
	                 

	                    	    
       	   

  
       

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  	   

  

     
    

      

       
  

 

    
     

 

      

 

      

     
  	   

   
	     

  
            
            

    
  

	
 

     

   

  	  

   
  
 

    	      
	   	    	   

       	
          	          

   
	    

     	    	 	  	           	               
               	       

     	 	           
 

 
                   	           

     	 	         
     	                      

      	 			   	   	 	   
      
                   	           

    	                      
    	  	  	    	   	       	       

               	                    
		  	 	 	 	  

                 	        	 	     	                      	          
            	                    

   	  	   	      	 		  	       	 	                 	  	   	         	  	 	  	          	  	  	 		  	      		   	    	  	   	  	        
 	                                                                        	  	  	  	               	     	  	  

 	    	  	      	  	  	 	      
 	  	      	   	      	              
                             	              	 	             	          	  
 	                             	     	 	 	 	  		  	                    



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



















Wed Apr 05 12:48:22 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Governmental Advisory Committee Advice Letter 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DRF

 

From: Jeffrey Wennberg [mailto:
Sent: Tuesday, April 04, 2017 8:36 PM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Cc: Carrillo, Oscar <Carrillo.Oscar@epa.gov>
Subject: Governmental Advisory Committee Advice Letter

 

Dear Administrator Pruitt,

 

I have attached the advice letter of the Governmental Advisory Committee resulting from our meeting on March 28 and 29, 2017. 

 

The members of the committee congratulate you on your appointment as Administrator and hope that the advice transmitted here is
helpful to the United States Government in your activities as a member of the Commission for Environmental Cooperation. 

 

Jeffrey Wennberg, Chair

Governmental Advisory Committee

h - 802-773-7297
c -

-----------------------------------------------------
The information contained in this communication may be confidential, is intended only for the use of the recipient named above, and
may be legally privileged. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication, or any of its contents, is strictly prohibited.
If you have received this communication in error, please re-send this communication to the sender and delete the original message and
any copy of it from your computer system. Thank you.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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The Honorable Scott Pruitt 

Administrator 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Administrator Pruitt: 

The Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC) to the U.S. Representative to the North 

American Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) held its forty-eighth meeting 

in Washington, D.C. on March 28-29, 2017. This letter represents our full advice resulting 

from that meeting.   

The advice sought by EPA pertained to the twelve proposed CEC projects under 

consideration for the 2017-2018 Operational Plan. Jane Nishida, Acting Assistant 

Administrator for the Office of International and Tribal Affairs will be discussing the 

proposed projects with her Mexican and Canadian counterparts this week and has requested 

the National and Governmental Advisory Committees to critique the project proposals prior 

to that meeting. 

Mr. Luis Troche, Acting Senior Advisor for North American Affairs in the Office of 

International and Tribal Affairs at EPA and Mark Kasman, Director, Office of Regional & 

Bilateral Affairs, OITA, briefed the committees on the biennial Operational Plan process and 

the draft projects. Mr. Troche attended both days of our meeting and provided invaluable 

context concerning the project proposals.  

On the second day Mr. Kasman and Mr. Troche were joined by Acting Assistant 

Administrator Nishida who received verbal summaries of the advice and took the 

opportunity to discuss our preliminary observations with the committee members. 

The committee also received a videoconference report from César Rafael Chávez, 

Executive Director of the CEC Secretariat, who provided a progress report on the 2015-2016 

Operation Plan projects and other activities at the Secretariat.  

Joint Public Advisory Committee Chair Eric Dannenmaier, and Bob Varney, former 

Chair and JPAC member, briefed the committees on the activities of the JPAC including the 

November 2016 meeting in Long Beach, California and the recent meeting in Tuxtla-

Gutierrez, Chiapas, Mexico. 

The GAC wishes to acknowledge the excellent support provided by the Federal 

Advisory Committee Management Division (FACMD) and thank Director Monisha Harris 

and NAC/GAC Designated Federal Officer Oscar Carrillo and all of the FACMD staff for 

their support, before, during and after the meeting.  

(b) (6)
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Finally, the committee wants to congratulate you on your appointment as Administrator.  

The United States Government’s long standing support of tri-national cooperation on North 

American environmental issues has enabled public health and environmental progress on a 

continental scale and improved consistency of regulatory standards. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jeffrey Wennberg, Chair 

Governmental Advisory Committee 

 

cc:   

Jane Nishida, Acting Assistant Administrator for the Office of International & Tribal    

Affairs 

Monisha Harris, Director, Federal Advisory Committee Management Division 

(FACMD), EPA 
Oscar Carrillo, Designated Federal Officer (FACMD), EPA 

Mark Kasman, Director, Office of Regional & Bilateral Affairs, OITA, EPA 

Luis Troche, Acting Senior Advisor, North American Affairs, OITA, EPA 

Eric Dannenmaier, Chair, Joint Public Advisory Committee 

César Rafael Chávez, Executive Director, CEC 

Members of the U.S. National and Governmental Advisory Committees 

 

  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Administrative support for the GAC is provided by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,  

Federal Advisory Committee Management Division, OARM 

Mail Code 1601-M, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW Washington, D.C. 20460  

(t) 202-564-2294 (f) 202-564-8129  
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Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC)  

to the U.S. Representative to the 

Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) 

 

Summary Advice 2017-1 (March 30, 2017): 

Charge Questions: Review and comment on the twelve proposed projects for the 2017-2018 

CEC Operational Plan   

 

The Charge Question seeks advice on draft project proposal descriptions for the 2017-18 CEC 

Operational Plan, considering: 1) opportunities to make projects and their outputs and outcomes 

replicable in North America and how the projects can become self-sustaining beyond the two-

year funding period; 2) their scalability and 3) how well the projects may capitalize on 

opportunities to incorporate youth, education, and tribal governments or traditional ecological 

knowledge (TEK).   

To prepare for the meeting the Chairs decided to request members to individually complete an 

online survey assessing the degree to which the projects meet the conditions stated in the Charge. 

While this does not respond to the Charge, it informs us of the degree to which the projects as 

currently proposed meet the criteria and the degree to which the members concur on those 

assessments. A summary of those responses is attached. 

The GAC’s comments and advice concerning the 12 proposed projects follows. 

Project 1: Building community capacity to reduce marine litter in North American border 

watersheds.  

 The committee believes that the project should look to and share strategies that are in 

place and under development at the national and sub-national levels in the three nations. 

 The committee is aware of active border programs with both Mexico and Canada and 

suggests that these programs might be partners in this effort. 

 Two suggestions for encouraging youth involvement are 1) awareness among children 

and young adults can be encouraged through partnerships with aquariums and museums, 

and 2) it might be possible to modify some of the excellent land-based waste 

management educational curricula to incorporate marine litter. 

 This is the kind of project that might be able to attract philanthropic support and thereby 

leverage the CEC resources with outside funds. 

 Given that final locations for these projects have not been decided, the committee 

believes that the project should favor the selection of at least one community where TEK 

would be an added opportunity. This is more often the case in EPA Region 10. 
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Project 2: Conserving shorebirds through community engagement at key sites in Canada, the 

United States and Mexico. 

 The US Fish and Wildlife Service has data on this issue. Although the proposal listed the 

agency as the USA lead for developing the project, it was not listed among the entities 

that will have a significant involvement in the project. This appears to be a project that 

could attract outside financial support from private partners. The oil and gas industry 

might be interested in being affiliated with this effort. 

 The network of bird enthusiasts that exists throughout the continent suggests that public 

attention could be focused on shorebird conservation by creating social media groups that 

notify interested individuals whenever a notable event is taking place at nearby 

conservation areas. 

 TEK is thoughtfully included but the same advice as offered in project #1 above could 

also apply here. 

 Potential additional private financial partners include the Audubon Society and Ducks 

Unlimited.  

Project 3: Tools for food loss and waste prevention, recovery and recycling in North America. 

 The list of other agencies and constituencies seems too limited. Please refer to the links 

listed in our last advice letter (2016-3). 

 One aspect of the food waste issue not discussed here is the development of technologies 

and methods to enhance the preservation of food, including post-cooking. 

 There are multiple experiments in various jurisdictions including Vermont, Mexico City, 

Ontario, Hennepin County MN, and many others providing incentives for curbside 

organic separation. These experiments could provide useful data for analysis. 

 The TEK section may be misdirected. Minimization of food waste has not been a subject 

of tribal experience because tribes historically harvested only what was needed. The 

focus of TEK communities was prevention, not management. 

 The project may also want to examine current and potential future incentives for private 

industry to aggregate and convert organics to marketable commodities. 

Project 4: Increasing impact of private sector supply chain efficiency efforts through ISO 50001. 

 Not all possible industries have been identified. 

 TEK might be involved in this project depending upon the specific industry selected for 

study and piloting. 

 Is ISO 50001 the most appropriate means to promote supply chain efficiency? The GAC 

is concerned that the smaller entities along the supply chain will find the rigor of the ISO 

certification process too challenging, and as a result decline to participate. The GAC 

suggests that including the option of pursuing less demanding certification approaches 

might produce similar benefits among a greater number of participating companies.  
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Project 5: Improving black carbon emissions inventory data for residential wood combustion. 

 Youth engagement could be incorporated by reaching out to university students as data 

collectors. 

 The project description fails to indicate how the development of this information will 

provide a benefit and to whom. While the value of the information is easy to grasp, the 

specific end application would be useful to know. Assuming this question is answered the 

next logical suggestion is for the project sponsors to reach out to these groups or 

organizations and involve representative in the inventory design. 

 “Residential” may be too narrow a focus. Wood burning takes place in a number of non-

residential industries and activities, such as agriculture. Should the project also include 

these sources? 

 The committee also noted that the purpose of wood burning varies by region. Would it be 

useful to categorize the use of wood fuel by purpose or activity (heating, cooking, etc.)? 

Also, the committee recommends that the project acknowledge that in some communities 

the use of wood is a matter of tradition and culture and not simply practical or economic. 

Project 6: Supporting science for continental conservation of the Monarch Butterfly. 

 The continuing focus on the Monarch captures the public imagination but provides 

limited benefits toward addressing larger challenges. Redefining this project to provide 

meaningful scientific benefits for a wider number of threatened pollinators would seem 

worthwhile. 

 The project summary indicated a lack of TEK experience with the Monarch. The GAC 

suggests that if the scope of the project were to extend to pollinators generally the project 

team may find the TEK resources grow significantly. 

 The committee suggests a more active role of USDA may be helpful here. 

Project 7: Helping North American communities respond to extreme heat events (Phase-II) 

Scaling up syndromic surveillance systems. 

 The US Public Health Service and their Canadian and Mexican counterparts should be 

added to the list of entities to be involved. 

 The GAC suggests that the project also invite the participation of  FEMA as extreme heat 

events can be classified as disasters. 

Project 8: Marine protected areas as tools for promoting ocean health. 

 TEK is well integrated into this project design. 

 The committee sees the potential for collaborative partnerships to possibly include the 

creation of an on-going organization or association of MPA managers and key 

stakeholders beyond the completion of the project itself. This should be further developed 

in the project proposal. One additional collaborative partner that was suggested by a 

committee member was Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute. 
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Project 9: Implementation of North American action plans to boost the sustainable, legal and 

traceable production and trade of CITES Appendix II priority sharks, turtles, tarantulas and 

timber. 

 The project description is weak and appears to be written prematurely. Development of a 

well-defined project can only be done once the specific action plan to be implemented is 

selected. The committee believes this is a worthy project but recommends a thorough re-

working of the project proposal once the species and action plan are selected. 

Project 10: North American TEK atlas/inventory and case studies on best practices in 

integrating TEK in decision-making in the three countries. 

 While the committee sees significant value in this project, TEK is not a discrete body of 

knowledge that can be cataloged. The project needs to acknowledge that many tribes will 

not participate, and that in many cases TEK is a tradition and often one that is not shared 

outside the tribe. 

 The committee believes the case study component is good and could, by example, expand 

the appreciation among tribes for the value of viewing TEK as a resource as well as a 

tradition. 

 The project description should acknowledge that this effort is a first step; an opportunity 

to provide leadership in hope that over time more will follow. 

 Given the different legal status of Mexican tribes, will this effort engage with them 

differently than U.S. and Canadian tribes? 

 While the template encourages a discussion of the involvement of youth, tribal culture 

requires that the focus should be on engagement with elders. 

 The project description is unclear regarding whether the inventory and case studies are 

limited to federally recognized tribes. The GAC recommends the opportunity for 

participation be extended to all tribes, whether or not they are federally recognized. 

Project 11: Reducing emissions from goods movement via maritime transportation in North 

America (phase III). 

 This is clearly a special purpose project with a defined goal. Once Mexico complies with 

MARPOL Annex VI and ECA the project is completed. 

Project 12: Quantifying methane and black carbon emissions from flaring in the oil and gas 

industry. 

 The committee sees two applications for the outputs of this research. First, an opportunity 

to generate interest in the development of cost effective technologies to reduce the waste 

of this energy resource, and second, an opportunity to quantify the environmental and 

health impacts from the emissions. 

 The committee believes that the industry has developed estimates of these metrics 

already, but may not have conducted the actual direct measurement proposed here.    
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 The GAC sees a role universities could play in this research and suggests that once the 

data has been collected and analyzed the CEC could facilitate partnerships between 

industry and universities to develop means of cost effectively capturing and marketing 

currently flared gas. 

 

  

 





































Wed Apr 05 12:52:47 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Micro-Bac International, - Superfunds 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: Sharon Ryan [mailto:sryan@micro-bac.com]
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2017 10:37 AM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: Micro-Bac International, - Superfunds

 

Administrator Pruitt:

 

Once again I am writing to you with regards to my company Micro-Bac International, Inc.

 

Several years ago we worked with the EPA on a superfund site.  Presently, we want to get in again

to use our Microbial Products ( All 100% non-hazardous, safe for the environment) to clean up

sites which are contaminated with organic compounds.

 

I hate to complain, but the constant run-around I am getting from the EPA. We are a GREEN

Company that wants to help keep the environment safe, and clean for generations to come.

 

I have written emails, made phone calls etc. and all I get is a reply such as- call this one, contact that one, or we will get back to you.
Why can’t I get direct information ?

 

I am aware of the fact that you are an extremely busy man, However, having a Clean Environment

Means a lot to me and the company I work for. I hope it means the same to you.

 

Please Administrator Pruitt, Help me.

 

 

Regards,

Sharon Ryan

Controller

Micro- Bac International.

 







Wed Apr 05 12:53:24 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Northern Dynasty Minerals 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: Ben Burkhart [mailto:
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2017 11:52 AM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: Northern Dynasty Minerals

 

Hello Scott Pruitt, Is there any news on the Pebble Project or $NAK??

 

Thanks, Benjamin Burkhart

(b) (6)



From: Tyler, Kendra on behalf of R10-ORA
To: "
Subject: Response regarding Northern Dynasty Minerals
Date: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:30:02 PM

Dear Mr. Burkhart:
 
Thank you for your April 5, 2017, email to Administrator Pruitt regarding the proposed Pebble
Mine in Bristol Bay, Alaska. We appreciate your interest in this important issue. The
Administrator asked me to respond to your message on his behalf.
 
In November 2014, the EPA stopped all work on its section 404(c) review following issuance of
a preliminary injunction by a Federal District Court Judge in Alaska in response to a lawsuit
brought by The Pebble Limited Partnership (PLP). The Agency is evaluating options for
resolving this litigation, including potential settlement.
 
Again, thank you for your message. If you have further questions, please contact Margo Young
of my staff at Young.Margo@epa.gov or at 206-553-1287. 
 
Sincerely,
 
           
Michelle L. Pirzadeh
Acting Regional Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10
Office: (206) 553-1234
 

(b) (6)



Wed Apr 05 12:53:53 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: The Mater of EPA for NAK 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: Punya Pandey [mailto:
Sent: Wednesday, April 05, 2017 12:04 PM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: The Mater of EPA for NAK

 

Hello Sir,

 

Are you going to withdraw the veto from EPA for NAK to do continue the process or Not? what is the bad politics going on there? If you
want to lift it out the veto. so when and how fast?

 

 

 

Thanks

Punya

(b) (6)



From: Tyler, Kendra on behalf of R10-ORA
To: "
Subject: Response regarding the matter of EPA for NAK
Date: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:29:51 PM

Dear Punya:
 
Thank you for your April 5, 2017, email to Administrator Pruitt regarding the proposed Pebble
Mine in Bristol Bay, Alaska. We appreciate your interest in this important issue. The
Administrator asked me to respond to your message on his behalf.
 
In November 2014, the EPA stopped all work on its section 404(c) review following issuance of
a preliminary injunction by a Federal District Court Judge in Alaska in response to a lawsuit
brought by The Pebble Limited Partnership (PLP). The Agency is evaluating options for
resolving this litigation, including potential settlement.
 
Again, thank you for your message. If you have further questions, please contact Margo Young
of my staff at Young.Margo@epa.gov or at 206-553-1287. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Michelle L. Pirzadeh
Acting Regional Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10
Office: (206) 553-1234

(b) (6)













 

     

	  
  
	 	    

 

  
    

   

   
 

    
   

     

   

               
              
           

               
                

        

             
            
              

             
            

              

                
             

            
               

  

                  
             

               
               

 

                
   

              
              

 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

  

 

   

   
    

   

   

   
   

    
 

  

 

 

   
    

    
   

   
   

  
   
   
  

   
   
   
   

  

    
   
   

   
  

  

  

  

   

   

   

 

   
  

  

    
  

  

  
  

   
   
    

  

          
     



             
            

             
               

        

                  
                  

              
                

             

                   
       

 

 
  

   

	    
   
   
      

         
      

      
     





























	    
  

   

    
    

      
   

           
         

         
    

        
         

  	   
 



  

  

	

	   
   

 
	    

  
     

   
   

    

          
         
         

        

            
      

             











 
   

  

 



   

	

 
 

  
    

     
  



 
   

   
  

	 	 	 	  

	

 	   

              

    
      

      
   



 
  

    
   

	  

	 	  

              

   

   
   

  
    	   

  	  



 
   

   
 

             













   

       

 

 
 
 

       
     

     

            

   
          

 

           
            

            
        

             

                     
                  
                   

  
                     

                   
                      

                  
                  

             

 
                    

                  
                  

                 
                    

                  
  

                    
       

 
                

                 
                 

                
        

 
                

    



 
                 

  
                

 
                      

     

  
                 

                 
  

            
 

                
   

 
                  

       

  
                 
                    

                      
               

 
                

         
     

  
                

     
  

                  
                   
                 

             

 
                

               
                 

 
                 

                  
                   

                  
                   

 	  

  
                   
             

  
               
              





 

	    

               
     

              
     

        

      	                 
        
  

     

             
       

                     
              

              
              

          

         

              
             

            
  

         

             
    

            
    

               

          

      

              
       
            

            
          



 

    

   

          

             
      

              
         

             
                      
                

            
               
             
         



































 

 
  
 

 

 

  
   

 

  
 

  





                
          

               
                 

                  
              

             
               

            
          

              
                 

 

              
                

               
              

               
   

                 
    

 

  
  

     
  

        
  






























